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CAUSES 


ConjucarInriDELITY, Oc. 


SIX, 
Received the Favour of a Letter from you, ; | 
of a very odd Purport; the Perſon and | 
Circumſtances of the Writer conſidered 1 1 
You deſire me to give you my Opinion 9 

of the real Cauſes of Cuckoldom (ſo you expreſs it) j 

ſo frequent among us of late Years. I muſt | 

take the Liberty not to expreſs my Anſwer in — 
thoſe Burlesk Terms; for, though Conjugal In- | 
fidelity is almoſt made a mere Burleſk in | 

Practice, yet it leads into ſuch real Evils, as 

ought to be treated with the moſt ſerious Dete- 

ſtation 3 and the Cauſes of them enquired. into 

with the utmoſt Attention, not unworthy the 

. Care of the ſupreme Legiſlature, both 

niſh and prevent them, by putting an 

—_ Mark of Infamy on the Tranſgreſſors 

of one of the moſt ſacred Laws of Nature, as 

old as the Origin of our Being. 

I cannot ſay but I was a little ſurprized at 

the . Thought of ſuch an Enquiry, from a 

A Perſon, | 


$1.32 Hs | 
Perſon, whom I take to be the happieſt in 
Conſort of any Man in the World: I could 
ſooner ſuſpect a Penelope or a Lucretia, than 
your Spouſe. You tell me you have the ſame 
Sentiments of her your ſelf ; which I eaſily be- 
lieve, when I reflect on the diſtinguiſhed En- 
dowments of your Body and Mind. That ſtrict 
Honour, hereditary to your illuſtrious Family ; 
The Candor and Sincerity of your Nature ; 
the Purity, Juſtice and Integrity of your Mo- 
rals; your Perſon bleſt with all the Gifts of 
Nature, Education and Fortune : Such Reflexi- 
- ons make me judge, that, if ever Man was ca- 
able of endearing a Conſort to an inviolable 
Fidelity, you may juſtly challenge that Prero- 
gative. On the other hand, when I conſider the 
unexpreſſible Charms of your divine Clarinda, as 
you always call her; equally adorned with all the 
Attractives of her Sex, the moſt refined Part of 
this lower Creation: Youth, Bloom, Beauty, Ho- 
nour, V irtue, (integer laudo, 1 praiſe without De- 
n) Chaſtity, fo pure, that I could ſooner look 
for a Spot in the Sun, or a Cloud in Pit's famous 
Diamond, than the leaſt Stain or Blemiſh in 
her angelical Form or Mind, Her Fortune 
of N thouſand Pounds in her own Gift, 
was a Trifle to the Treaſures of her Soul. 
She has been proved like Gold in the Furnace, 
by the ſevereſt Trials, from Guardians and Re- 
lations, who would have made a Prey of her: 
She was tied to you inviolably, by the moſt un- 
ſhaken Conſtancy, even before ſhe was made 
yours, by the facred Bonds of Marriage ; and 
at length made you the happieſt of Mortals in 
the actual Poſſeſſion of al her Charms. Not 
Ar | | 1 to 
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to mention the dear Pledge of a Son, ſhe has 
already brought you; and in all Appearance, 
in a few Years, will adorn your Houſe with 
fruitful Repreſentatives of their dear Parents. 
On theſe Accounts, I own, I was ſtartled at 
the unexpected Requeſt, and began to tremble 
for my Friend, leſt the Devil in the Shape of 
Jealouſy had ' endeavoured to ſubvert your 
State of Innocence, or at leaſt ſhake the moſt 
inviolable Fidelity, out of mere Envy of your 
Happineſs. The very Thought of prevent- 
ing the Evil, is ſometimes the firſt Cauſe 
of it, as ſolving Objections unthought of is 
creating them. Nay the very fear of loſing a 
Treaſure (the leaſt unexcuſeable Cauſe of Jea- 
louſy) oftentimes occaſions the Loſs of it: So . 
the very * e into the Cauſes of Cuckoldom, 
very naturally led me to imagine, that you 
were taking timely Precautions to prevent it. 
I was going on in theſe Speculations, injurious 
to my Friend, and your incomparable Clarinda: 
I fay, injufious to both, for, I confels my 
Fault, in taking firſt Impreſſions too ſoon, not 
reflecting what might come after; without 
ſtaying for your Reaſons, or conſidering the 
Perſon who ſtarted the Enquiry; ſince a Man 
of your ſuperlative Genius muſt ſee the Tenden- 
cy of what you advance better than myſelf ; 
and the Virtues of your divine Clarinda like 
an Adamantine Rock, will return all the Darts 
of Malice with greater Force againſt the Ca- 
lumniators. But when I came towards the End 
of gow Letter, I was convinced beyond the 
leaſt Shadow of doubt, that your Demand was 
for the Sake of others, not for your own: The 
| 4 Reaſons 
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Reaſons you gave are a Demonſtration of lt, 
You ſay, you are aſtoniſhed, there ſhould be 
ſo many Complaints of that Naturez you 
think, the greateſt Fault muſt be on the Mens 
Side; who by their unſeaſonable Jealouſies, 
rude and ſhocking Behaviour, or repeated In- 
fidelities, turn the Hearts of their Spouſes from 
them, and almoſt force them ta take Repriſals. 
You add, that you are ſenſible the Empreſs 
of your Heart has Charms to ſet the World on 
Fire : Yet you both can, and do truſt her alone 
in the Circle of Ten thouſand Beaux and bloom- 
ing Youths, who, though they may periſh, by 
the Force of her Rays, can cauſe no Heat in 
her. It is certain you judge right, 
Let all her Ways be unconfined, &c. 

But you mult conſider every Man is not Phi- 
lander, nor every Woman Clarinda. You give 
her an entire Liberty, being ſure of her Fide- 
lity ; and by that Means bind her ſo much 
faſter ; ſhe voluntarily retrenches that Liberty, 
not to cauſe Evils, out of her Power to cure; 
whereas other Women, though perhaps they 
will not wrong their Huſbands, yet glory in 
laying their Thouſands and Ten thouſands; a 
Vanity almoſt peculiar to the Sex ; and-by ex- 

ſing themſelves to ſo many Dangers, ſome- 
times fall a Victim to their own Temerity. 
This has been the caſe of ſeveral, in the moſt 
virtuous Times; for which I could bring a. 
great many Examples from Hiſtory -and Anti- 
quity, where Ladies, both married and unmar- 
ried have brought innumerable Misfortunes on 
themſelves and Families, by too much indulg- 
ing what they thought ipnocent Liberties, 
1172 | | Then 
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Then what can we think, when we ſee, at pre- 
ſent, even criminal Liberties in all States, al- 
moſt tolerated in the Face of the Sun? The ſa- 
ered Rights of Marriage, were never ſo much 
prophaned, and trampled upon, as in theſe later 
Ages. One might find more Examples of Con- 
jugal Fidelity, in both Sexes, among the He- 

tentots and Savages, than among Chriſtians, even 
among thoſe, who yet think themſelves ſo. For as 
Diogenes carried a Lanthorn to find out an honeſt 
Man; we may almoſt do the ſame to find out a 
real Chriſtian, in Belief and Practice. The an- 
tient Heathens were Saints to us, in that Re- 
ſpect. We don't find, among the antient Ac- 
counts of Greece, that married Perſons, whether 
Princes, or Plebeians, ever had more than one 
Wife at a Time; or kept Miſtreſſes, till they 
were corrupted by the Vices and Luxury of the 
Perfians, and Eaſtern Nations: But, for mar- 
ried Women to keep Gallants, twas eſteemed, 
as monſtrous. The ſame may be ſaid of the 
Romans, during ſeveral Ages of the Common- 
wealth; till they brought thoſe unnatural Vices 
from Afia, in Sylla, Lucullus, and Pompey's 
Time: Which, in the End, was one of the oc- 
caſional Cauſes of the utter Ruin, both of the 
Commonwealth and Empire. Tis true, they 
winked at Harlotry ſometimes in ſingle People, 
to prevent greater Evils: And by their Laws, 
obliged young People to marry, for the ſame 
End. Thoſe who would not marry, had a fort 
of Infamy ſet upon them, as being unnatural to 
themſelyes and Country. Even Harlotry was 
ſeldom practiſed by married Perſons, before 


in ſome Meaſure brought on the Fate of the 
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lowed them was a Divorce, tho* they were Con- 
ſuls, or Dictators; who out of their Office, 
were called to account, and puniſhed by the 
Cenſors, for ſuch Crimes. This continued in 
full Force, till the Time of Cicero and Czſar. 
Neither Cz/ar, nor Auguſtus, had any more than 
one Wife at a Time. Cæſar indeed had been 

ilty of ſome Enormities in his Youth, which 


Commonwealth: He had been educated in the 
midſt of the horrid Corruptions of the Ly pat 
which were come.to a moſt dreadful Height, as 
appears by the Accounts of the impious Cotatine, | 
and the greateſt Part of the young Nobility ;\ 
yet when .he made himſelf perpetual Dictator, 
and was one of the moſt — Commanders 
of the whole World, he had but one Wife; 
whom he divorced, becauſe, as he ſaid, the 
Wife of Cz/ar ſhould not be ſo much as ſuſ- 
pected. As for Auguſtus, notwithſtanding ſome: 
Obloquies he lay under, what he. ſaid to his: 
Empreſs Livia, juſt at his laſt Exit, is very re- 
markable, O! Livia, think" of our Marriage ! 
What his meaning was, is uncertain, whether 
it was out of any Remorſe for forcing her for- 
mer Huſband to a Divorce, that he might mar- 
ry her; tho? ſhe was big with Child by her 
former Huſband; and to ſtir up the fame Re- 
morſe in her: Or, whether it was, to put her 
in Mind of his Fidelity to her, that ſne might 
retain a grateful Memory of him; muſt be left 
to the Conjectures of the Learned. However 
the whole Roman Hiſtory till his Time, gives us 
a very high Idea, how facred thoſe antient 
eren held the Bonds of Marriage. 
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- As for the Divorces permitted by them 1 
even theſe were unknown in that Common 
wealth for a conſiderable Time; during the 
moſt equitable Part of that State. The firſt” 
that introduced ſuch a Cuſtom, if I miſtake not, 
was the moſt antient Metellus, which Cuſtom, 
is emphatically obſerved in their Hiſtories, | as a 
moſt remarkable Innovation in their Manners. 
It really deſerved ſuch a Mark; but at the fame 
Time gives us a great Idea of the Force of 
the Law of Nature, that Men, who had all the 
Power in their own Hands, ſhould fo religiouſly. 
obſerve that fundamental Part of it: And is as 
good as a Demonſtration, that the indiſpenſa- 
ble Bands of Marriage, were held moſt ſacred 
by the beſt Men. I am forry to find in the 
fame Hiſtories, that the Roman Matrons, or 
Ladies, were more noted for their Lubricitys: 
than the Men, 

Before the Epacha of theis Düne they had 
got a Way of poiſoning their Huſbands; either 
to get others:; or to live at Large: A Crime al- 
moſt unknown, and unprovided for by the ins: 
nocent Manners of thoſe People. Some were 
put to Death for it. But as a great many were 
concerned; chiefly the Ladies of the firſt Qua- 
lity, they choſe rather to allow a Divorce * 
both Parties, on any great Diſguſt or Suſpi- 
cion, than to expoſe their — mtr 
ſuch a Scandal. That, as JasUs CHRIS ſaid) 
of the Fetus, Divorces were allowed the Romane 
for the Hatdneſs of their Hearts. For, from 
the Beginning it was not ſo. Tis Fact, ſeve- 

ral of their greateſt Senators were taken off that 
; Na by thei Wives, W 
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lowed. Theſe, and ſome other exemplary Puniſh- 
ments, put a Stop to ſuch Exdrbitancies fot ſome 
Time, But as the more delicate a Piece of 
Workmanſhip is, the eaſier *tis ſpoiled, and the 
harder to put in Order again; ſo Lewdneſs in 
Women is harder to reclaim, when once they 
have paſſed the Bounds of Modeſty. The Ro- 
man Ladies were not nigh ſo ſtrict and abſte- 
mious, as the Men : We find the Corruption 
of their Youth ſprung chiefly from the Lewd-. 
neſs of their Matrons : The Story: of young 
Pretextatus, and his innocent Lye to deceive his 
Mother, when ſhe would have pumped out of 
him the Secrets of the Senate, is a ſtrong Ar- 
ment, how their Inclinations lay. Every one 
nows, that he told her, the Senate was in De- 
bate, whether it was proper that the Men 
ſnould have many Wives; or the Women ma- 

ny Huſbands, upon which the whole Poſſe” of 
the Roman Matrons came to the Senate-Houſe = 
to demand a Plurality of Huſbands. Much 
ſtranger is the Story in Livy, of Eubulus, and 
the young female Slave, who revealed to him 
the horrid nocturnal Meetings of the Bacchanals, 
where ſuth Numbers of the Roman Matrons 
were concerned, which could never be entirely 
ſuppreſſed; tho? ſeveral of the principal Nobi- 
lity of both Sexes were put to Death for it. But 
when we come down to the Times, when the 
Grandeur and Luxury of the Commonwealth 
were brought to their greateſt Height, we find, 
that Conjugal Infidelity grew in Proportion; 
and was as common, as it is at preſent. A tall, 
ſtreight, blooming, young Fellow, could ſcarce: 
appear in the Circle; but the Matrons were 
| 3 RS... 
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ready to fight who ſhould have him firſt; and 
give him the greateſt.Salary. - He was; taken to 
a Senator's Bed, as ſure, as a pretty Actreſs is 
now to a Lord's. A good Woman's Man, was 
a never failing Quality to raiſe his Fortune. A 
Hero among the Fair Sex, would make his 
Way to the Conſulſhip, ſooner than the greateſt 
Warrior, unleſs he was Tam veneri, quam marii, 
As fit for Love, as for War. I am aſhamed 
to mention, nor can pious Ears hear, the hor- 
rid paſs they were come to in Fuvenal's Time, 
What he deſcribes in his Satires, might be, 
almoſt, ſhocking to the Brothers and Siſters 
of the Helle Club. How. far ſuch brutal 
Enormities had gone on, one cannot tell: Per- 
haps nothing but Fire from Heaven could have 
put a Stop to them, if the Divine Law of 
Chriſt had not began to ſpread it ſelf at that 
Time. This indeed, by the Divfhe Energy of 
it's holy Precepts, reſtrained them or ſome 
Ages: And we find among the Fair Sex, Mar- 
tynSfor Chaſtity, both Conjugal and Virginal, 
as well, as for other Parts of the Chriſtian Law. 
Even the weaker Sex ſurpaſſed the ſtronger in 
ſome Trials. But as the Number of the Wicked 
is always greater than the Good, Wickedneſa 
and Lewdneſs encreaſed in a duplicate Propor- 
tion to their Numbers. So that it is almoſt 
come to as great a Height, as it was in Juve- 
nal's Time. We have more public Brothels in 
this Metropolis, than ever were kept by the Whore 
of Babylon: And, I believe, more Galants main- 
tained by our Matrons, and Miſtreſſes by our 
Gentry. Not to inſiſt on the infinite Numbers 
of our common * who out-do, and 
02 5 out- 
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dut- dare the greateſt Debauchee in every Degree 
of Lewdneſs. As Women, when they are 
wicked, generally exceed the Men. What can 
the Lægiſlature think, will come of us, if they 
o on encreaſing, as they do, much longer? 
The ſacred Bonds of Marriage, are often made 
a Cloak for Wickedneſs : That they may take a 
greater Swing, and ſecure all Chances. How 
many Women before they- marry, have their 
By-Lovers and Sparks, 3 before- hand, 
for private Interviews? Eſpecially if they marry 
elderly Men, or worn out Rakes? How man 
Men marry pretty Wives, on 5 ſe to rai 
their Fortunes, and mop Miſtreſſes with the 
r them? How many 
ſell them out and out; or let them out for a 
Time, as they do their Hackneys? How man 
Wives ruin their innocent Huſbands, and- laviſh 
all the Sweat of his Brows, on a vagabond Miſ- 
creant, who devours all his Subſtance, and leaves 
him not ſo much as to tip his Horns? How many 
antient and noble Families are baſtardized by a 
vile Wretch, who perhaps, if he had his due, 
ſhould have fed Crows and Vultures, with his 
infamous Carcaſs, to prevent his leaving any of 

his helliſh Spawn behind him? How many E- 
lopements, are advertiſed in our public Papers; 
where the Woman, dead to all Senſe of Honour 
and Humanity, abandons all that ought to be 
dear to her, to run away with a profli | 
Wretch, for the moſt brutal Quality, he has | 
about him. On the other hand, How many 
Huſbands, worſe than Brutes, abandon the moſt 
beautiful Women, and the beſt of Wives, for 
an infamous Strumpet, whoſe Self, and * 
— 4 8 ſtors, 
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bang 
ſtors, had been got and bred on Degen; 
from Generation to Generation z till ſome Baud 
picked her up, licked her into Shape, and made 
her fit to continue the Poſterity of ſome of our 
moſt antient Families? How many, in fine, 
by their repeated Infidelities, and Brutalities, 
provoke their Wives almoſt to Deſpair, yer 


| wonder they ſhould follow their Example? 


I ſhall not enter into the ion, which are 
moſt inclined to Wickedneſs, the Men, or the 
Women: But it is out of all Queſtion, that 
both are come to a moſt enormous Paſs. Men 
are undoubtedly more wicked in other R 2 
and commit greater Numbers of different 
than Women. There are ten Thouſand — 
Crimes, that Women are entirely ignorant of. 
But whether we are partial to our ſelves, or not, 
I will not define; nevertheleſs, as to Lubricity, 
it is generally ſuppoſed by us, that Women are 
more in than Men. Their Souls ſeem to 
be of a more amorous Temper : Their Conſti- 
tutions are more turned to ſupply that Paſſion: 
Love, and the Effects of it, is the darling and 
ptedominant Paſſion of the Sex, Whether ſome 
great Men wrong them, when they ſay, thut | 
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the greateſt „ the beſt and w Man 
in the World, would be deſpiſad by every Wo- 
man in her Heart, 9 — fer 
her Ends, I will not pretend to fay ; but cha- 
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even inclined to any proportionable Number of 
other enormous Crimes. 

As Women. were principally. deſigned foe 
producing the Species, and Men for other 
greater Ends: we cannot wonder, if their In- 
clinations and Defires tend chiefly that Way. 
The great Concern of every Commonwealth is 
to keep them within due Bounds ;/ which wo 
preſent Generation exceeds, to a moſt fl 
and exorbitant Degree: Not to be railing — 
exclaiming againſt them, if, being deprived of 
the main End of their Creation, as to this Life, 
they fall into very great Diſorders. 

Neither is it neceſſary to determine, whether 
Conjugal Infidelity be a greater Crime in the 
Woman, than the Man. It is undeniably a 
very great one in both. If both the Criminals 
are married Perſons, ſtill greater: I ſay Crimi- 
nals; ſince it is a Crime by all Laws, Divine 
and Human. Every Kingdom, Nation, and 
People, a Degree above Savages, univerſally 
eſteemed it as ſuch. ' That it is deemed a Crime, 
the univerſal Voice of Nature. However, 

it is generally ſuppoſed a greater Crime in the 
N than the Man. Becauſe ſne not only 
. a ſpurious Breed on her Huſband's Fa- 
makes a Foreigner Heir to his Eſtate ; 
deprivin r ſometimes his own''real Children be- 
gotten afterwards, of their juſt Inheritance; or, 
at leaſt, his right Heirs and next Relations; but 
makes the Son of a Man his Heir, who has 
done him the greateſt Injury. But ſuppoſe ſo: 
Does not the Adulterer concur in all theſe Inju- 
ries? Is he not then equally guilty, at leaſt as 
to that Part? The greateſt Crime on the Wo- 
: | man 3 
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man's Side, is the Breach of the high Truſt her 
Huſband repoſes in her for his Offspring ; which 
he cannot impoſe upon her, nor make her be- 
lieve the Child is her own, when it is not, as 
ſhe can him: Since ſhe ought to be ſubject to 
her Huſband, as her Head and Lord, on whom 
he repoſes the greateſt Truſt in Nature, it is the 
higheſt Infidelity to betray” this ſacred Truſt; 
and even a greater, than it would be in him to 
have Children by another ſingle Woman. The 
Adultreſs breaks through all thoſe Ties ; but the 
Man, in that Caſe, breaks but one Part of them: 
Which nevertheleſs is a grievous Crime. But if 
he is criminal with another married Woman, 
he is equally guilty z and frequently is the Oc- 
caſion of the weaker Veſſel's paying him in his 
own Coin. o eg 21 
But to come nigher the intended Purpoſe of 
this Enquiry : Since the Breach of Marriage- 
Vows is grown ſo common, on both Sides, that 
it paſſes for little elſe than a common Piece of 
Galantry ; and rather eſteemed a faſhionable 
Vice, than a Crime: Neither is it in the Huf- 
band's Power to hinder it, at leaſt, here in E. 
gland, in caſe ſhe could be fo inclined ; on Ac. 
count of the promiſcuous Liberty allowed both 
Sexes, by our innocent Anceſtors; till foreign 
Vices had corrupted our Morals: Since the beſt 
 Huſbands' are often hornified, as well as bad 
ones; and this more frequent every Day, than 
other; you deſire me to give you my Opinion, 
of the Reaſons and Cauſes of ſuch "monſtrous 
-Enormities ; ſo deteſtable in themſelves; fo 
ſnocking to human Nature, if done to our ſelves; 

ſo much condemned by the very Heathens, and 


indeed the 1 25 Nature; ſo ruinous to 
Families; ſo ive of Repoſe and Happi- 
neſs in that State, which was deſigned for the 
moſt ſettled, and tranquil Part of human Life; 
laſtly, ſo derogatory to the almoſt Divine Per- 
fections of the beauteous Sex, the more refined 
Part of our Species. As your Deſires, with 
me, are Commands, I ſhall examine the Matter 
as extenſively, as my Abilities will allow; and 
aſſign all the Cauſes of ſuch horrid Exorbitances, 
both intrinſic and extrinſic; impartially weigh- 
ing the Faults of both Sexes; and laying the 
Guilt to that Side, to which it properly be- 
Perhaps, weak Perſons on both Sides will 
offended at me for ſpeaking too plain. But, 
maſt Perſons be guilty of lock heinous Brutali- 
ties, and not be told of them? An affected Ni- 
cety very often argues Guiltineſs. If the Effects 
are ſo tuinous, muſt the Cauſes be concealed? 
Perhaps again, my own Sex will think me too 
favourable to the Ladies; and the Ladies ima- 
gine, I bear too hard upon their Failings; 
which, in reality, ought to make all judicious 
and virtuous Perſons believe, that I ſpeak with. 
out Favour and Affection to either Side; with 
a ſincere View and impartial Hand to lay open 
the Wounds, in order for a Cure. But to come 
to the Point; ſome Cauſes of theſe Enormities 
are more general and remote; though as perni- 
cious in their Co and as effectually 
productive of the Evil, as the moſt obvious: 


Others are more particular, and are the imme- 
diate, and almoſt inevitable, Cauſes of the ow 


R | 


ety. I is no need of proving 
the Principle to ſnew the Conſequences; 
only to point out the neceſſary Connexion 
tween them. All muſt own, that the want of 
Religion, and decay of Chriſtian Piety, was 
never ſo. great, as it is at preſent ; en 
Gly upon 3 nd by Cox uence muſt intro» 

oſe Enormities, by 
Degrees, ſo oppoſite 
Maxims. As it was that. Divine Religion, 
which could only a Stop to the univerſal 
Lewdneſs, overflowing, like a the whole 
World; till Chriſtianity. came in; fo when that 
is deſtroyed, or at leaſt: baniſhed from our 
Hearts, what can we expect but an Innundation 
of Vice of all Kinds? Both the Cauſe and the 
Effects are too apparent to inſiſt any longer on 


the Certainty of them. The . 
is, how to reſtore it, even ENS 

antient Purity; which I leave to Divines, as to 
the Theory; and to the to conſider; 
and put a Stop to the Conſequences, the want of 
Religion, has already brought upon us. The 
poiſonous Infuſion of qu, — Pri 
is ſucked in, by both Sexes, with the greateſt 
Avidity : The Deformity of Vice is extenuated; 
and even denied by ſome z and all intrinſic Var 
tue, ly Chaſtity, is turned to ridicule 


and almoſt; catcalPd away. This is TRI 
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Cauſe of ſuch Enormities. 
Another Cauſe, flowing i fem 
this, is the almoſt univerſal Corruption af Bos 


rr 


— —_— 


will find a thouſand Ways to evade. We find 
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we wonder then, that That Sex, whom we own 


to be more ſuſceptible of ſuch Paſſions, ſhould 


obſerve: no more Bounds, than Men? Deſires of 
the Fleſh may be juſtly called the univerſal Paſ- 
ſion ; bearing with a perpetual Weight on all 


States whatſoever. Men have ten thouſand Oc- 


caſions and Employments, which Women have 
not: Ambition, Treaſons, Rebellions, Factions, 
Perjuries, Subornations, Extortions, and all other 
male Practices, have a great Share in the Vices 
of Men; which are not ſo incident, nor natu- 
ral, to the ſoſter Sex: If they are corrupted in 
their Morals, their Corruption turns chiefly to- 
wards Diſſoluteneſs, and ſofter Sins. What is 
little more than Recreation in Men, is the whole 
Bent of the Soul of a Woman, if we conſider 
her in the mere State of corrupt Nature. If we 
believe ſome Mythologiſts, eating the forbidden 
Fruit, was tempting the firſt Man to that Paſ- 
fion. The main End of their Beauty, with all 
the Arts of Dreſs, Waſhes, Paint, Diet, Sc. 


is to pleaſe, to draw Men after them, and catch 


them in their Snares. Whenever therefore they 
are corrupted in their Principles, it generally 
ſhews it ſelf in that Shape: Or in Matters con- 
ducing to, or Conſequences of it. And when 
once the Will is fixed, they will ſoon find Ways 


and Means to obtain their Ends. Sometimes 


they are more daring, than the more couragious 
Sex. Nothing but ſome external Checks hinder 
them; which their Art, infinitely beyond our's, 
when they have ſet their Hearts on an Object, 


by Experience, that when thoſe-external Checks 
and Obſtacles are removed, they are W 2 
SF, 2 | Times 


1 
Times more unbounded than we are. TI 
therefore, the Governors of the Church, aſſiſt 
by the Legiſlature, can find Ways and Means to 
put a ſtop to this almoſt univerſal Corruption 
of Morals, the Diſorders of all States, particu- 
larly thoſe of Matrimony, will, if poſſible, grow 
worſe than they are, we imagine, if Men 
obſerve no Bounds in their Vices, that Wo- 
men won't do ſo too? Specially, where the 
Weight of their Inclinations preponderates ? If 
we ſuppoſe, that to be their darling Paſſion 
will they not yield to it firſt? Let Men ſhew 
them better Example, and I don't Queſtion, 
but more Women, even in this corrupted State, 
will be as good as they are. Perhaps, when we 
depreciate all Modeſty and Chaſtity, both by 
Words and Example, in the Prefence of our 
Wives and Daughters, we expect, it ſhould 
make no Impreſſion upon them: That they 
ſhould be Martyrs of Chaſtity, while, we are 
of Debauchery ; it won't bear Reflexion to ima- 
gine it, So we will leave this Head and turn 
to another; more immediately the Cauſe of our 
Exorbitances. | 
Another Cauſe of Conjugal Infidelity, and 
Diſorders in the married State, is the wrong, 
I may ſay, wretched Way of educating our 
Youth : Particularly our young Ladies. When 
all the Care in the World ſhould be applied, to 
lay a Foundation of that Virtue, which is to 
be the Guard and Fence, againſt the almoſt on- 
ly Paſſion, their angelical Nature brings into the 
World along with them. And-this before their 
latent Materials are ſet afloat : Which might be 
kept dormant : Or, at _ not nigh ſo apt 
6 if do 
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to Break out into Torrents, when they come to 
Maturity. I beg you, Sir, to reflect a little, 
how our young Miſſes of Rank and Quality, 
and even ſome Shopkeepers Daughters are edu- 
cated. How differeat from the Ways of old! 


In Days of Yore, the Daughters of Kings and 


Princes, were educated in the inward Receſſes of 
their Palaces: Which had a peculiar Name 
appropriated to it. I think the Greeks called it 
Gyneczum : Or the Womens Apartment. More 
ſacred from the Acceſs of Men, than Monaſte- 
ries are abroad. Where they were kept, till 
iven in Marriage, much more retired, than 
urſeries ought to be for little Children with 
us. There they were employed under the Mo- 
ther*'s Eye; or under the Care of ſuch chaſt and 
prudent Matrons to teach and inſtruct them, 
as they had been educated themſelves, No Men 
were permitted to come nigh them; ſcarce the 
Father, with Relations now and then, juſt to 
have a Sight of their blooming Innocence : Pro- 

r Arts and Employments adapted to their 

tate, took up their leiſure Hours : The Needle, 
or the Loom, the Pencil, or the Lute, accord- 
ing to the more delicate Taſte of the Sex, em- 
ployed their Time, almoſt as much as dreſ- 
ſing, viſiting, and conquering Hearts do now. 


They never appeared in publick till they were 


marriageable: And then only to be ſeen at a 
Diſtance, on publick Days of Juſts, Turna- 
ments, and the like, where the future Spouſe 
appointed by their Parents, might ſhew his 


Proweſs in the Eyes of his Miſtreſs ; and the 


Ideas of the young Couple. be raiſed to a liking 


of each other. When they were grown up, 


they 


F 
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they were not permitted the Converſation 'of 


Men, but in Preſence of the Mother, or other 
grave Ladies generally attending them. Nor 
had thoſe Governantes the Art of ſelling their 
Charge, as they have now. They were allow- 
ed indeed the Company of young Ladies and 
Relations of their Rank and Quality : Where 
there was no Danger of corrupting their tender 
Hearts. If they were Perſons of the firſt Rank, 
the Daughters of the inferior Nobility and Gen- 
C7 were educated along with them ; our Maids 
of Honour are a feint Imitation of it ; but ſtill 
in the Company of Matrons of an approved 
Conduct; not to vye with one another, who 
ſhould catch the handſomeſt Courtier, the Maids, 
or the Matrons, Their Recreations, as well as 
Employments, were altogether, where nothi 

but Innocence, and angelical Modeſty 3 
in all their Actions. Their Gardens and Walks 
were apart from Men. The Care of the Mo- 
thers and Governantes was, to keep up an inno- 
cent Chearfulneſs in all their Employments. 
They contrived to make their Work a Recrea- 
tion: Where they were ſtirred up by an inge- 
nious Emuloſity in the Performances of the 
Needle, Loom, Pencil, Lute, Voice, accord 
ing as their Genins was inclined. What won- 
derful Pieces of Art might our young Ladies 
perform; if their bright and noble Talents, were 
duly cultivated from their tender Fears: The 
Patterns and Models of their Performances, 
were hiſtorical, or traditional Examples, of the 
noble Exploits of their Anceſtors ; the heroick 
Chaſtity, or Conjugal Fidelity, of Ladies, that 
lived before them. RY they were * 
' 175 2 om 


[ 20 ] 
from their Youth, to believe, that the Life of 
Ladies of the moſt eminent Quality, was not to 
be a Life of revelling, viſiting, and gadding 
about ; but to be employed in educating their 
beauteous Offspring, in the Ways of Virtue and 
Modeſty : And to make the Huſband's Home, 
the chief Comfort and Enjoyment of his Life : 
When tired with publick Employments, he 
found his well managed Family all in Joy to 
receive him. This is a ſhort and imperfe& 
Sketch of the Education of our female Youth in 
Days of old; delivered down to us in the grave 
Hiſtories of the Antients. We even. ſee ſome- 
thing of it in the very Romances of old Times. 
Which, though they inſpired too much of an 
amorous Softneſs, in a Sex, whoſe Nature is 
more bent that Way : And for that Reaſon de- 
cried by the more rigid and ſevere: Yet they 
generally give an Idea of the antient Way of 
educating young Ladies, infinitely beyond our 
modern Ways. They diſplay Virginal and Con- 
Jugal Chaſtity in the brighteſt Colours; with as 
great Examples of the Deformity of Coquetry 
and Infidelity. Our wiſe Forefathers very juſtly 
thought the Care and Education of Women to 
be no indifferent Thing, with reſpect to the 
Commonwealth. As the Depravation of our 
Male Youth is one of the greateſt Detriments 
to a State; that of the Women muſt have 
the next Place to it. - It has a very great Share 
in the moſt flagrant and deſtructive Diſorders, 
If, with all the Care we can take, great Diſor- 
ders will happen, what muſt be the Conſe- 
quences of our modern Education ? So diame- 
trically oppoſite to that of our 2 
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Let us compare them together, and ſee, if 
Part of the _—_ Exorbitances are not — 
imputed to it. I do not contradict myſelf, if I 
allow, that Women are more inclined to crimi- 
nal Exceſſes of that kind, than Men, when they 
are left without Reſtraint; And when I ſay 
that they are infinitely more chaſt than Men, if 
they are educated with proper Care. But then, 
as their tender and delicate Complexion is infi- 
nitely more ſuſceptible of Paſſion in that Re» 
ſpe ; and more formed by Nature for it; they 
muſt be more nicely guarded from all Objects, 
too apt to excite that Flame. Yet we may 
fay ; if they are more eaſily corrupted, they 
more eaſily preſerved ; if taken in Time, = 
cultivated to Virtue from their tender Infancy. 
The more tender a Plant is, the more capable of 
being formed to any Shape; though perha 
not ſo capable of retaining it, as a more ſtub 
born one, without proper Ways and Means to 
keep it in it's primary Bent. We have ſome 
Examples, modern as well as antient, of more 
heroick Virtue of that Kind than in our Sex, 
under the greateſt Temptations, and ſevereft 
Trials. I am ſorry, they are not ſo frequent as 
in paſt Ages. However, if Nature for juſt 
Reaſons, has given.the Fair-Sex ſtronger Incli- 
nations; it has alſo given them a natural Mo- 
deſty and Check upon them, which we have 
not. That this Modeſty is from their Nature, 
if not perverted, is evident from all Accounts 
of the antient Heathens, and the, moſt barbarous 
Nations, where a virginal Modeſty ftill Jn 
in them, abſtrating from Religion, EX» 
ternal Education; though theſe may be valt 


Helps, 
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Helps, but then, as Tinder, and light com- 
buſtible Matter muſt be kept at a greater Di- 
ſtance from the Fire, than more ſolid Materials, 
ſo they muſt be kept at a r Diſtance from 
inflaming Objects. But do we do ſo, with re- 
ſpect to our young Women ? Are not our young 
Miſſes bred up among Men, almoſt as ſoon as 
ſevered from their Nurſes? Are they not ad- 
mitted into promiſcuous Company, as ſoon as 
they are able to go abroad, for fear they ſhould 
not learn the Art of Love and Gallantry time 
enough. The very A, of Nonage are taken 
away, which were Dading-Sirings and Hanging- 
Sleeves, a ſort of Succedaneum to their Nurſes, 
and were formerly worn, in the Memory of 
ſome Perſons living, by the Daughters of the 
Nobility and Gentry, till they were married, as 
an Emblem of their Dependency and Innocence 
but ftill in Danger of falling, if not upheld by 
the prudent Care of their Parents, But now, as 
ſoon as Miſs can prattle and walk, the Dading- 
Strings are taken off, and ſhe can run into the 
Arms of a young Lover, with ſuch ſeeming 
Emotions as are ſurpriſing : As ſoon as ſhe can 
ride in a Coach with Mamma, ſhe is hurried 
about from Viſit to Viſit, is careſſed and flattered 
by Men for her Wit and Beauty, and enlivens 
her Imagination with Ideas and Impreſſions ſhe 
ought to be a Stranger to, as Jong as poſſible. 
Every young Spark of her Rank, is ſaying to 
her, Do you love me, Miſs ? Will you be my Spouſe, 
| &c. where ſhe will ſhew ſuch early Signs of that 
enchanting Paſſion, with ſuch little Pecks and 
Jealouſies, as will convince us that ſhe feels Love 
before ſhe knows it. Then, what muſt we 
3 expect, 
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expect, when ſtronger Fewel is added to the 
Flame? Sometimes the Daughter is a pretended 
Guardian to the Mother, who thinks ſhe is ſafe, 
if ſhe carries her little Daughter along with her, 
as a Witneſs of her Converſation ;: and imagines 
ſhe can make Signs and Appointments: before 
her, without her taking Notice of it. But Chil- 
dren are ſtrange Obſervers ; and both remem- 
ber, and know what Things meant, when they 
come to greater Maturity. Sometimes the bloom- 
ing Charms of the Daughter make the Mother 
8 ſhe may decoy her Lover from her; 

r ſuch Things have happened: Then indeed 
the Mother begins to be afraid of her, and gives 
her Leave to go to the Companions of her Age, 
while ſhe viſits alone. But when the young 
Ones get together, by themſelves, they ſow the 
Seeds of Corruption in one another's Hearts. 
Their whole Diſcourſe is of Love ; - who is the 

rettieſt Man; whom they could chuſe for a 
Huſband 3 who ſhone moſt at the Play, and the 
like; if not on worſe Subjects. But à propos of 
Plays. *Tis beyond diſpute, that our 'modern 
Plays, Entertainments, Aſſemblies, Maſque- 
rades, c. are the very Nurſeries of Idleneſs, 
Luxury, Love, and Gallantry ; as they muſt ap- 
pear to the leaſt ſerious Thought. But to carry 
young Ladies thither when they ſhould be in a 
Nurſery of another Nature, would have been 

eſteemed worſe than Folly, by our wiſe An- 
ceſtors ; but much more when we conſider, 
that what with Dreſſing, and Preparations for 
them, they make up the chief Employments of 
Female Life. There they ſee all that dazzles 
the Eyes, flatters the Senſes, enervates the Mind, 


2 | encourages 
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encourages Vanity and Luxury, and enflames the 
Paſſions, that we cannot wonder at the diſmal 
Effects, when we ſee the Cauſes of them viſibly 
before us. I would put the Caſe to any Father 
and Mother of the higheſt Rank, whether it 
would not be infinitely better, that their Daugh- 
ters were employed at the Loom, Pencil, or 


Needle, in a virtuous Retirement, than to be 


ſed to all the Occaſions and Objects capa- 

ble of ſetting all their Senſes in a Ferment, — 
apt to take Fire of themſelves. If all muſt al- 
low this, who are not born with a wrong way of 
thinking; why, in the Name of Wonder, will 
they not endeavour to break thro* this Torrent 
of Cuſtom, which muſt in Time be ruinous to 
our Youth ? It ſhews us, that we are. greater 
Children at Threeſcore, than our Anceſtors were 
at Twenty. Some proper Diverſions may be al- 
lowed, but to be in a perpetual Revel, as the 
Lives of our Quality are now a-days, is mon- 
ſtrous. Again, Ie, | 
What Care is taken, or what Time can our 
young Ladies have, according to the modern 
Way of Education, to furniſh their Minds with 
Ornaments proper for the Sex ? Are the Orna- 


ments of the Body, a genteel Carriage, Dreſs, 


and Addreſs, managing Aſſemblies, Tea-Tables, 


Sc. all the Qualifications _—_ for a young 
Lady ? Are not the Ornaments of the Mind in- 


finitely more neceſſary to render their Lives hap- 
Py in a married State? Ought we not to endea- 
vour, to the beſt of our Power, to give them 
juſt and permanent Ideas of Virtue, Modeſty, 
Chaſtity, Fidelity, Patience, Obedience, ma- 
tronly Retirement, with all the Duties and 

— Endowments. 
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Endowments proper to arm them aclinf the 
Corruption of the World, and the Biel ties 
occurring in a more advanced Age? From which 
the higheſt Stations are not exempt. But. in- 
ſtead of this, we ſce, that our Women are bred 
with as little Senſe of Religion, and the Duties 
of their State, as Men, and make as free with 
ſuch Duties, as we do. All their Youth is ſpent 

in ſome little external Ornaments of the Body: 

If they can come into a Room handſomely, 
. bluſhing; ſo natural, and even lovely in 
. People; can dance, play on the Harpſi, 

| os read Plays, and Poetry with a Grace; 
make Repartees, icularly in Matters of 
Love, they — y become celebrated Toaſts, 
and are thought — * to make Wives, or Mi- 
ſtreſſes for our young Quality and Gentry. Ex- 
perience ſnews us, What rare ones they generally 
make; ſuch indeed as might reaſonably be ex- 
pected from ſuch a wretched Education. The 
ue Ornaments of the Sex, of. the modern 
aſte, would have been eſteemed heretofore as 

real Blemiſhes, if not criminal. Tis a deplo- 
rable Truth, that our young Ladies, a great 
many of them at leaſt, are wiſer, and more 
knowing in the Arts of Coquetry, Galantry, 
and other Matters relating to the Difference of 
Sexes, c. before they come to be Twenty, 
than our Great-Grandmothers were all their 
Lives. Thanks to our Plays, Songs, Poems, 
and modern Converſation, for that; unleſs you 
will allow the late Anatomical Wax- Works, 
with the Explainers of them, to have a great 
Share in teaching them ſuch uſeful. Knowledge. 


I rally wonder ſome of our breeding Women 
D did 
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did not bring forth Children, cut and mangled 
after the ſame Manner, unleſs ſuch Births — 
meer Fables. Perhaps they are 
ſo familiar with ſuch Speculations, that — 
they make no Impreſſion on them. However, 


I believe our Women would be full as good 
Breeders, and our young Men as-proper for the 
Propagation of their Fes without ſuch vaſt 
— of the belonging to it. 


F — | 
Let us conſider, whs are the Inſtructors of 


our young Ladies in the modiſh Accompliſh- 


ments of our modern Education: Not the Mo- 


ther, who indeed 1s ſometimes as little proper 
for it, as any one ſhe could chuſe, unleſs it be 
to make the Daughter like herſelf '; neither can 

ſhe ſpare Time from managing her own Intrigues 
and Gallantries, to take Care of her Daughter; 
who, if ſhe be equally coming, may chance to 
be her Rival. Not grave Matrons, and Ladies 
of conſummate Prudence and Conduct. I. do 
not mean your Prudes, and Pretiouſes; or de- 
mure hypocritical Dames, whoſe Number grows 
leſs every Day, becauſe there is no need of wear- 
ing a Maſk, unleſs at the Hay-market'; but now 
all their Teachers muſt be of the Male- Kind, 
Nay, when they are in the very, Nurſery, your 
ſpruce Valet de Chambres, ſmooth Pages, 
- Waiters, &c. are perpetually coming in at lei- 
ſure Hours, to make Love to the Lady's Wo- 
man, Chamber-Maids, and perhaps Houſe- 
keeper ; there is generally the Rendezvous; 
and every Footman muſt dandle and kiſs little 


Miß. When they are big enough to learn 


to A ſing, play, and the like, their 
ö Maſters 


Men cannot wt) of making Impre 
tender _— formed — Nature 


ſome * — almoſt porn = Ladies to 
ſhift them, ai wy other Privacies our Anceſtors 
would have been aſtoniſhed. at. If they are 
carried by their Mammas to the Drawing-Room, 
Aſſemblies, or even common Viſits, what do 
they ſee but tempting Objects, dreſſed in all 
the Glare and Luſtre capable of ſetting their 
Hearts on Fire. Are they not courted, flatter- 
ed, and almoſt adored in their firſt Bloom, that 
the whole Woman is turned into Deſire, before 

they are acquainted with the Conſequence of 


 their,own Paſſions? And can we wonder if they 


break out afterwards into a Flame, chat nothing LY 
can quench? ./ | 
J would not have it underſtood, but that we 
have ſtill more chaſte young Women, than we 
have Men, and more chaſte Wives than Huſ- 
bands. Tho', when Women become lewd, 
they ſu the Lewdneſs of Men, as I believe 
the moſt virtuous, Matron will not deny. I am 
alſo convinced tis eaſier to preſerve Chaſtity in 
Women, than Men, if proper Ways and Me- 
thods were applied to preſerve them; even al- 
lowing that they are more amorouſly inclined 3 
being deſigned by Nature to ſoften the Rugged- 
neſs of -ours, ak produce and preſerve our Off- 
95 ſpring, Yet, if 1 r * tempting 
D 2 Objects 
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Objects from their Infancy, and their more de- 
Ries Senſes preſerved from what may ſet them 
afloat, a Habit of Virtue inſtilled in them from 
their Youth, would not only ſuppreſs, but al- 
moſt deſtroy thoſe Appetites we complain of; 
which become very violent when the Reſtraint 
is taken away, and are more eaſily kindled at 
the Approach of inflaming Objects. A very 
learned and pious Author fays, that Human Bo- 
dies are like fine Glaſſes, very ornamental and 
uſeful, if they are kept ſeparate ; but if they 
come to claſh, they deſtroy one another ; and to 
be ſure the weaker Veſſel is moſt eaſily broke. 
Tender Virgins are like Snow, which will retain 
its Purity, and natural Whiteneſs, in the midſt 
of Heat, with proper Preſervatives; but if 
once thoroughly melted, will cauſe greater Tor- 
rents, and more troubled Streams, than the 
fierceſt Rains: Even Ice will retain its Tranſpa- 
rency, and temperate the ſtrongeſt Wines in the 
hotteſt Summers; yet will ſettle down into di 
Puddles, if expoſed to the Mid- day Sun. Here 
ſome of our Rakes, both old and young, will 
be ſaying with a Sneer, that Women are ſo far 
from being like Ice or Snow, that they have 
more inflammable Materials in them than Men, 
and much harder to quench when ſet in a Flame. 
Tho? this were admitted, which is a Queſtion I 
will not enter into, yet, as was obſerved before, 
Nature has given them a greater Reſtraint, and 
Means to check them, than it has to our Sex. 
That virginal Modeſty, with which they are 
born, if Tightly preſerved and cultivated, is ca- 
pable of repelling all internal and external Efforts 


of the moſt. violent N as I do not que- 
| ſtion 
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ſtion but the verieſt Rakes are ſenſible of; when 
one virtuous and truly chaſte Look, will give a 
greater Repulſe to their impure Addreſſes, than 
any thing elſe beſides. . 

But to return to the more immediate Cauſes of 
unhappy Marriages, and conjugal Infidelities, 
ſo frequent of late Years : One of the Principal 
is that prepoſterous, unequal, and ſometimes 
— Way of matching our young People, 
very often without taking the leaſt Care in examin- 
ing and comparing the different Ages, Tempers, 
and Conſtitutions, of the Parties. Money and ſor- 
did Views are generally the prime Movers, unleſs 
ſome mad and fooliſh Paſſion intervenes, which 
when over, either turns to Hatred or Repen- 
tance, or both. However, Money is the pre- 
vailing Charm in both Sexes : Neither diffe- 
rence of Birth, Years, Perſuaſion, Education, 
Tempers, or Conſtitutions, will have any 
Weight, if once the Balance is over-poiſed with 
Gold. But, as this Conſideration is of very 
t Importance, in one of the moſt momentous 
States of Life, we ought to view it a little near- 


er, and ſet the Happineſs or Miſery of the married 


State in a proper Contraſt, When our Youth, . 
of both —_ he — after that wretched 
Manner, we ſee almoſt every where, | particularl 
our Women, as deſcribed before; for of = 
Two, we take a little more Care in the Educa- 
tion of the Males than the Females, falſely ſup- 
poſing that the greateſt Streſs lies there,” with 
reſpect to the good of the Common-wealth, 
Civil Society, Peace of 'Familigs, Happineſs of 
the Parties, Sc. ' tho? theſe laſt Points, vir. 
Peace of Families, and Happineſs of the Par- 
2 36. OY" ties, 
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ties, more depends on the Woman's being made 
happy, than the Man's : Nevertheleſs, on a juſt 
Eſtimate ; we ſhall find the Education of our 
Women, and their being made happy in their 
Choice, to interfere with all thoſe: Points, more 
than we imagine: What infinite Diſorders evi- 

dently diſcover themſelves, and follow directly 
from ſuch unequal Matches, particularly where 
the Woman marries againſt her Will, ſometimes 
to the Diſturbance of whole Kingdoms; but 
very often to the Ruin of the beſt Families, in- 
troducing eternal Feuds and Animoſities, be- 
FHdes Law-Suits, Divorces, baſtardiſing our Po- 
ſterity, with infinite other Conſequences ; that 
tis evident, proportionable Care ought to be ap- 
plied in educating our Daughters in the Princi- 
ples of Virtne, Modeſty, and other matronly 
Duties; gradually, but remotely, preparing their 
ſoft and flexible Minds for a graver State, of the 
Wife and the Matron, inftead of the modiſh 
Qualifications thought the moſt neceflary, by 
their preſent unthinking Parents. When, I fay, 
our Daughters are educated according to the mo- 
dern Taſte, in all the Ways of Vanity, Ga- 
lantry, and Luxury, with a more than ſufficient 
Knowledge of the amorous Part, and very lit- 
tle or none of the chaſte Matron, what can we 
expect, when they are tied to the laſt Man in 
the World they could love? and perhaps the 
moſt unworthy of it, if he had not a 
Eſtate. Or, on the other Hand, when perhaps 
the Woman had never been thought on, nay 
deſpiſed by all, but for her enormous Fortune: 

Without doubt Equality of Circumſtances is a 
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lucky Match m may; raiſe a Man or a Woman's 
Fortune, ad coed make them happy ſometimes. 
A Woman with a great, or proportionable For- 
tune, may be as beautiful, as chaſte, as inno- 
cent, as virtuous, endowed with all the Charms 
of her Sex, and as capable of . 
neſs, as one without any Fortune; 
ſpeaking n much more; as ſhe might have — 
Opportunities of Education, and other Helps 
capable of improving her natural Charme: 

Their native Beauties may be heightened by ac- 
quired Ornaments z their Wit, by polite Com- 
pany and Converſation : In like manner, our 
young Men of Rank and Figure may be im- 
roved and accompliſned, above their Inferiors, 
a proper Education, as they are diſtinguiſhed 

by their Birth; but, is this our preſent Condi- 
tion? Are not the Bleſſings of Birth and For- 
tune, very often the great Occaſions of Licen- 
tiouſneſs in both Sexes? But more in Men than 
in Women, unleſs they are matched againſt their 
Will; then indeed Riches ſupply her with 
Ways and Means to be even with her Huſband 
for making her unkapyy: But when both Par- 

ties are bred up ing to the modern Taſte, 
and . led together, we cannot won- 
der that their Lives ſhould be more i ; 
after Marriage, than they were before; when 
they have ten thouſagd Examples of ſuch Extra- 
vagances almoſt approved of, and countenanced 
by Perſons of Rank and Figure; when our 
li. to Coquetry and Ga- 
try: Our Men to Luxury and Debauchery'; 
when we add to theſe ſuch Inequalities as are 
often in Matches, without any Trial - 


[32] 

and Conſtaney; where, if the Parties do not 
much diſlike one another, at leaſt they ſeem to 
be intirely indifferent, even before Marriage z 
with a great many other Conſiderations of that 
Kind, what can we expect muſt be the Iſſue of 
ſuch Marriages? Or rather are not the diſmal 
Effects viſible before our Eyes? | 
- But to put our modern Marriages in a more 
obvious Contraſt, according to what is common- 
ly the Cafe ; particularly among People above 
the middle Rank ; for the middling People are 
certainly more happy in the married State, than 
Perſons of a more elevated Dignity : Suppoſe 
the Parents and Parties are equally conſiderable, 
if Portions and Jointures will but tally toge- 
ther, what elſe is required ? Perhaps a ſweet 
good-natured Creature is tied to a Brute, ſcarce 
a Degree above a Savage; a gay, ſprightly 
Temper, to a dark, gloomy, ſulky Mortal, 
who ſhall take every innocent Freedom for a 
Step towards Cuckoldom : A Perſon of fine 
Senſe, and diſtinguiſhing Taſte, to a flat, 
lumpiſh Piece, that has nothing but Gold and 
Varniſh to ſet it off; a freſh, hale, blooming 
Creature, capable of producing Heroes, to a 
poor, puling, worn-out Wretch, who, if by 
the Help of a friendly Phyſician he can avoid the 
Imputation of Inſufficiency, thinks he is qualified 
for the Title of a Huſband. In ſhort, we ſee Beauty 

coupled to Deformity, Youth to Age, Inno- 
cency to Debauchery, Health to Diſeaſes and 

Rottenneſs ; that we may as well join Fire and 
Water, War and Peace, and all the Contraries 
in Nature, and expect a reaſonable Reſult from 
them, as expect any ſolid Happineſs in innu- 
Ban merable 
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merable modern Marriages ; tho? there ſhould 
be a ſort of Equality, as to Birth, Rank, For- 
rune, Sc. without ſome Equality in their Years, 
Tempers, Conſtitutions, and the like. But ſup- 
poſe the young Couple, on a proper Acquain- 
tance with each other's Temper, might be joined 
together without a perfect Equality in all Cir- 
cumſtances, where a prudent Perſon of either 
Side, for valuable Conſiderations, might rendet᷑ 
that State tolerable: But what do we do to ſettle 
them in ſuch an Acquaintance ? Or to eſtabliſh 
a Liking of one another, before they put on the 
Yoke? Why, if the Parents and Friends are 
agreed about the Fortune, the Parties, almoſt 
unknown to one another, are made to join-their 
Hands; ſuppoſing that Love, or at leaſt a pru- 
dent Diſnimulation of it, will come after; a 
Suppoſition ſo directly againſt Reaſon and Ex- 

rience, that, for one Time it happens, it has 
a thouſand Times the contrary Effect. It is a 
much more probable Suppoſition, marry them 
without Love, and you are almoſt ſure a Diſ- 
like, or perhaps Hatred, will follow : This is a 
more natural Suppoſition, than marry them firſt, 
and Love will come after. 

It cannot be denied but, with all our Care, 
Marriage i is a fort of a Lottery; nor can all the 
Precautions in the World inſure its certain Hap- 
pineſs. Vaſt, Difficulties occur in every Suppo- 
ſition; even Equality of Years, Humours, Sc. 
will not always do : If they are both young and 
giddy, they will play t like Children, 
and all out like Children z very often ſuch Chil- 
drens Quarrels are improved, with their Age, 
to a more ſteady * In that Caſe, what is 

not 


1 
not to be feared on either Side? The ſureſt Way 
of all, is to have their Hearts engaged firſt, not 
by a fooliſh Paſſion, but by prudent Trials, if 
poſſible ; particularly, let the Woman have the 
greateſt Balance in the Choice: A Man may be 
a 38 kind Huſband, without the Fondneſs 
of Paſſion ; but the Woman can hardly diſſem- 
ble Love, unleſs for other Ends: If ſhe takes a 
Diſlike to him in her Heart, it muſt be an he- 
roical Virtue, that will keep her within Bounds, 
which dur modern Education gives us very little 
Reaſon to expect; at leaſt, real Happineſs is 
not to be hoped for in ſuch Matches; but at the 
beſt, Patience and Suffering, nay ſometimes a 
living Martyrdom, which muſt be vaſtly agree- 
able to Parents, to think that they have made a 
Martyr of their Daughter. On the other Hand, 
if the Parties are come to the Years of Matu- 
rity before they are married, it is more than ten 
to one, as I have ſeen in ſome old Verſes, 


be Vedding- Night 
To neither Part affords a new Delight. 


The Virgin Bloom is the hardeſt to preſerve 
of any thing in Nature ; it is a Flower that will 
drop of itſelf, if not gathered in proper Time: 
Or at the beſt they will have their Hearts en- 
gaged to ſome private Friend, for whom they 
either ſigh and pine interiorly, or reſerve for 
ſtolen Joys, which are generally diſcovered, firſt 
or laſt; and then it is Madneſs to expect Peace, 
unleſs the Man is endowed with ſuch Chriſtian 
Patience, as to put the Horns in his Pocket. 
It is true, if one is very young, particularly the 
Woman, and the other advanced to a 27 4 
* | Age, 
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Age, the Prudence of the Man may manage 
Matters well enough, if he makes her a timely 


Scripture expreſſes it. But if the diſparity of 
Years be enormous, it is Madneſs to expect mu- 
tual Happineſs ; nor will the moſt conſunimate 


Prudence ever raiſe Love in the young Party: 


For-Youth will love Youth, and Bloom will 
affect its Likeneſs, in ſpite of all we can do. 
Frights and Fears, firſt or laſt, will ſhew their 
ghaſtly Looks, let a prudential Diſſimulation do 
what it will, or can, to the contrary, | 
The Talians and 3 who were always 
accounted a very wiſe People, carried the No- 
tions of Heroick Love to the higheſt Pitch of 
any Nation whatſoever. Their Fault was Ex- 
ceſs, and ours is Defect: They thought, that 
when young Perſons were engaged to one ano- 
ther, by repeated Difficulties, and Trials, their 
mutual Love, once crowned and bleſſed with 
what they ſo earneſtly deſired, would preſerve 
an inviolable Fidelity. This is certainly a 
natural Suppoſition: But when they found, that 
ſuch a rational Method would not always ſuc- 
ceed, nor keep up the ſacred Bonds of Mar- 
riage to a juſt Deoorum; but that the weaker 
Sex would deſcend to Failings in ſpite of all 
their Precautions z that Importunity and Oppor- 
tunity would prevail on the Fair, too. apt by 
their Nature to receive tender Impreſſions, they 
fell into the other Extreme; and were forced to 
have Recourſe to the unnatural | Reſtraints of 
Locks and Bolts, in order to keep by Force, what 
could not be preſerved by other Ways. Tho? 


both theſe Extremes were bad, as all Extremes - 


muſt be; and no Man can be more averſe than 


Mother, and takes away her Diſgrace, as the 


1 


- 


"0 myſelf 
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myſelf to ſuch unnatural Severities; yet we may 
pick out ſomething to our own Advantage by 
the Faults of others. It is true, our Paſſions in 
that reſpect are not ſo impetuous in theſe colder 
Climates, as they are in hot Countries, yet by too 
great Licentiouſneſs, I believe, we have as many, 
or perhaps more Faults of that Kind, than they 
have. No Man, who has any Concern for the 
moſt beautiful Part of our Species, but muſt 
ſee, that our young Women have too much 
Liberty allowed them before Marriage, and take 
too much after they are married, as the numerous 
Divorces, and criminal Converſations, will con- 
vince the moſt charitably Incredulous : Whether 
the one is nota Conſequence of the other, I leave 
to the more Judicious ; or whether the Liberties 
allowed in both States, are not the greateſt Oc- 
caſion of ſuch conjugal Infidelities, when they 
come to be coupled : In the unmarried State, by 
fetting their dormant Paſſions afloat, before they 
are taught to reſiſt them; and in the married 
State, by imagining that the weaker Veſſel is leſs 
obnoxious to Failures, than the ſtronger. On 
the other hand, it is no leſs manifeſt, that tho? 
no Nation under Heaven indulge more the brutal 
Part of Love, than what is practiſed in this Na- 
tion of late Years, yet I believe there is no Place 
in the World, where a true, conſtant, noble and 
heroick Love 1s leſs known, than among our 
young People, both married and unmarried. You 
ſhall hear the greateſt Part of our ypung Men ri- 
dicule all other Love, but the mechanical Part, 
and even fooliſhly endeavour to perſuade the other 
Sex into the ſame Belief ; which, perhaps, is one 
ol the Reaſons, why ſuch Numbers of our young 
12 n 8 Women 
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Women make leſs Difficulty in granting a Favour; 
than they did of old, in giving their Hand to kiſs. 
Whereas, Nature herſelf has ordained the moſt 
deſirable Things to be obtained with Difficulty : 
Neither Riches, nor Honour, nor Fame, nor 
Glory, nor in fine the greateſt Ornaments of Bo- 
dy or Mind can be acquired without Pains; yet 
true Love, or the endearing Paſſion of the Heart, 
is harder to be obtained than all theſe: You ma 
- purchaſe ſometimes the Enjoyment of the 
uty, but you cannot buy Love: There may 
be alſo a ſort of Gratitude in ſome Women for Be- 
nefits conferred upon her z but that is not the 
true and noble Paſſion of Love. If a Woman 
yield up her Perſon, after a long Suit, unlefs as 
a Bride, and on honourable Terms, it is really 
Luſt, not Love, and is generally judged ſo by 
the Enjoyer, who ſcarce ever marries the Woman 
he has deluded, unleſs he is ſenſible that ſhe com- 
plied, as a Pledge of that ſtrict and natural Union, 
which is the principal Part of Marriage; the Ec- 
clefiaſtical Form being inſtituted to enforce the 
natural Bond of it : But I would adviſe all Wo- 
men, never to comply without that Form, ſince _ 
the Man will think ſhe only deſired to be de- 
ceived, to ſatisfy her own Paſſion. _ - - 2 
Since therefore we conſider, under this Arti- 
ele, the Diſorders of Marriage proceeding from 
the two foregoing Cauſes, viz. The too | 
Liberty allowed our Women, and the want of 
true Love in the young Couple, before the in- 
diſſolvable Knot is tied; our Buſineſs is to pre- 
vent theſe great Inconveniences; and ſince the 
antient heroick Way of making Love is not to 
be expected, nor the [italian Locks and Bolts to 
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4 in a free Nation, as ours is, the great 
ifficulty is, to contrive proper Ways and 
Means to keep them in a due Reſtraint ; by 
which I do not mean a corporal Reftraint, but 
@ juſt Decorum, ſuitable to the virginal, or ma- 
trimonial State. The firſt may be more ſtrict, 
and even involuntary ſometimes, becauſe young 
Virgins neither are capable, nor ought to be en- 
tire Miſtreſſes of themſelves : The latter is to 
be voluntary, and only bounded by the Rules of 
Duty and Decency% The beſt way to procure 
this voluntary Reſtraint in married Women, is 
to endeavour to create an inviolable Love in the 
young Couple before Marriage, that when they 
come to be joined in thoſe ſtrict Bonds, they 
may be perſuaded, that they have obtained what 
they ſought with ſo much Anxiety, and would 
preſerve with the Loſs of all that was dear to 
them. | | 
As to the Reſtraint proper for our young 
Women, I do not mean that they ſhould be ſhut 
up, as they are in Monaſteries ; but that our 
young Ladies, even of the higheſt Quality, 
ſhould be habituated to live in Retirement, under 
the Mother's Eye; who being now come to the 
Uſe of Diſcretion, will know what Perils ſhe 
has eſcaped for want of being ſo herſelf ; or if 
: ſhe was educated under ſuch a Reſtraint, will ſee 
the Benefit of it. Such a Mother will cake Care, 
that they are perpetually employed in innocent 
Amuſements and Improvements, proper for ſuch 
a delicate Treaſure. This will not only prevent 
| Idleneſs, which is of ſuch pernicious Conſe- 
quence to Youth, whoſe Minds are more vola- 


ule: and active, than Perſons of more ſedate 
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Tears; but will, as was obſerved before, 
heighten that native and virgin Modeſty with 
which they were born, ſo amiable and charm- 
ing above the reft of their Charms ; will put a 
Check to the lurking Heat of Youth, and turn 
it another Way; tender them more proper for 
the chief End of Marriage, and habituate them 
to the Love of a decent Retirement; as a Bird 
may be habituated to love his Cage : That when 
they come to enjoy a greater Liberty, being 
made Miſtreſſes of Families, after the firſt Hur- 
ry of nuptial Mirth and Viſits over, they wilt 
begin again to have a Reliſh for the innocent 
Amuſements of their priſtine Retirement. Like 
Perſons who have been educated to a right Taſte 
of Learning, when their juvenile, rambling 
Years are over, love to return to their | 
and employ their ſpare Time in more ſerious 
Studies, Without this, both Sexes may come 
to be worſe than Children at Threeſcore. _ 
Perhaps here ſome may object, that the more 
you keep young, People under Reſtraint, the 
more apt they are to run into Exceſs, when they - 
have obtained their Liberty; as Fire burns more 
fiercely after being 22 up. There may be 
ſomething in this, if you turn them looſe into 
the World before they are rightly. ſettled, which 

rudent Parents will take particular Care'to avoid; 
Bur, as I yet confine myſelf to the moſt beau- 
teous, tho* brittle, Part of the Species: Per- 
ſons who make this rex p ought to obſerve, 
that young Ladies ought never. to put off the 
Hanging-Sleeves, till they are married: If Pa- 
rents, for ſordid Views, will not mate them be- 
fore the Flower begins to fade, it is their Fas 
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if it falls from the Stock. But as for the Fair 
Sex, it almoſt comes up to a moral Demonſtra- 
tion, that the more unſpotted they retain their 
virginal Purity, the more inviolable will be their 
conjugal F _ Ile meas habeat, primus qui 
cepit Amores, My Love's for him who firſt 
obtained it, ves 2 Heathen Poet; bating ex- 
traordinary Caſes z under which I comprehend - 
violent and exceſſive Provocations ; extravagant 
way of living; ill Choice of Company, and 
extraordinary Temptations, It is a general Rule, 
tho? I hope not univerſal, that when a Woman 
is corrupted in her Youth, ſhe will continue ſo z 
rticularly, if it was voluntary : Whiy then, 
by the Rule of contraries, the more chaſtly ſhe - 
has been educated, the more carefully will ſhe 
preſerve her conjugal Chaſtity, It is highly in- 
Jurious to thoſe angelical Creatures, to imagine, 
with our young rakiſh Gentry, that, when a 
Virgin has once looſed the Zone, tho? it be in 
lawful Wedlock, ſhe throws it quite away. No, 
I am convinced, that as there are infinitely more 
virtuous Women than Men, ſo are they eaſier 
to be preſerved chaſte and virtuous, matried or 
ſingle, than Men are : They are under a greater 
Conſtraint than Men, in all States. Notwith+ 
ſtanding what Phyſicians and learned Men fay 
of them, tho? they ſhould have more violent 
Inclinations than we have, particularly in that 
Reſpect ; the Zy and rearing the Species 
being the chief End of their Creation, as in- 
deed it ought to be their chief Employ; never- 
theleſs, ſuppoſing it were true, they actually do 
command thoſe Paſſions better than we do; ex- 
cept where they have thrown off all Senſe of 
Modeſty, which is rather Madneſs than Paſſion. 
The 
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The very Fear of loſing their Reputation, and 
natural e fat of it, will make them re- 
fuſe their moſt eager Wiſhes; at leaſt oftener, 
than the ſtronger, and, ſuppoſed, wiſer Sex : 
Whereas, we ſee Men, when once they have ſet 
their Hearts on a Woman, tho* ſometimes the 
. moſt unworthy. their Love, will break thro? all 
Conſiderations, till they have enjoyed her ; and 
make a Sacrifice of all that ſtands in their Way, 
to the Ruin, not only of themſelves and Fami- 
lies, but of whole States and Kingdoms. Nam 
fuit ante Helenam, &c. A great Doctor of the 
Church fays, that if it were not for that innate 
Modeſty of Women, by which they refuſe to 
comply with our irregular Deſires, ſcarce any 
Man would be free from that Vice; we may 
eaſily find more Lucretias than Foſephs; and a 
beautiful Woman might almoſt bring what Man 
ſhe. pleaſed to her Hmbraces. What Conqueſts 
of the greateſt, the braveſt, and wiſeſt Men has 
a celebrated Courtezan made before now ? And 
will make to the End of the World ? Examples 
of the Weakneſs, and even Shame of our Sex, 
are too numerous to inſiſt on. There is I know 
not what of Ice, and Fire in the Compoſition of 
a Woman, which, when well managed, keeps 
them in a greater Temperature than Men : If 
the Fire chances to be predominant, then indeed 
it breaks out with greater Violence; but if the 
icy Part be preſerved till it comes to its due Con- 
ſiſtence, it will ſtill temperate the fiery Part, 
unleſs quite melted away by exceſſive Heat, 
IT) he next Step to prevent unhappy Marriages 
1s to contrive, how to create this ardent and mu- 
| tual Love in the ee that when they | 

| come 
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come to be” joined, they may believe they 1 have 
obtained all that their Hearts could defire, in the 
Poſſeſſion of each other. As then, when young 
Ladies are educated in an innocent and —_— 
Retirement, ſecluded from hurtful 
which, like one's Breath on a fine Chryſt & x 
fuſcates its original Purity ; as it is Th moſt 
efficacious Way to make them virtuous and chaſte 
Matrons, ſo it will be a vaſt Help to create a 
true and chaſte Love between the Parties ; the 
want of which is generally ſo fatal to the mar- 
ried Couple. The more Difficulty we find in 
obtaining what we ſeek, the more Pleaſure we 
experience when it is obtained, and put a higher 
Value upon it. There is a reciprocal Propenſion 
for one another in both Sexes, ordained by Na- 
ture for good Ends; and in young People is, 
perhaps, the ſtrongeſt of all Paſſions. The 
more Difficulties and Rubs young People may 
be wiſely made to ſurmount, in obtaining the 
Object of this Paſſion, the more they will be 
inclined to embrace it with the moſt ardent 
Love. When the young Man ſees the Object 
of his Deſires is kept at a Diſtance, it increaſes 
his eagerneſs in the Chace: The ſame may be 

ſaid, in a due Proportion, of the Woman. If 
Parents then would wiſely conſider, what 
Matches would be proper for their Children, 
ſome Time before they are marriageable, before 
their Hearts are enſnared by any previous En- 
gagement; and at the ſame Time bend their 
Thoughts to create a mutual Love in them, we 
ſhould not have ſo many unhappy Marriages as 
we have. This may be done by letting them 


have a Sight of each other, now and then, at 
publick 
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lick Meetings, or the like: The Spaniards 
ve Lattices, thro* which the Woman peeps at 
the Man, of whom her Governante artfully 
gives her a favourable Idea before-hand; there 
the takes the firſt Liking. The ſame may be 
done, in ſome Proportion, with reſpe& to the 
Man : When, by an induſtrious Contrivance, 
they have been ſuffered to engage their Hearts, 
artificial Obſtacles may be raiſed to try, and 
heighten their Affections: Sometimes they may 
be kept from the Sight of one another for a good 
while; or if the Woman was forbid to hold any 
Correſpondence with him, it might enſure her 
the more to him : But they muſt be winked at, 
for private and ſtolen Interviews, now and then, 
leſt. a total Abſence extinguiſh the new-born 
Flame. However, the wiſe Governante, tho? 
ſhe may let herſelf be gained for ſuch Inter- 
views, muſt never let them be long together, 
for fear of Conſequences z when — are ſo far 

engaged, that nothing can ſhake their Conſtancy 
and Fidelity, then they are to be made happy in 
the Poſſeſſion of what they have ſo ardently 
defired : The Parents will be bleſſed by them, 
as giving them a ſecond Life; and the young 
Couple ſo united in Heart and Mind, till the 
moſt conſtant Love be perfected, and elevated 
to the moſt endearing Fri Fri endſhip. Something 
of this Kind might be 5 by wiſe Pa- 
rents and Guardians, in the moſt equal and ad- 
van us Matches; provided they would take 
due Care, to let the firſt Impreſſions of * 
be made by proper Objects: But particularly th 
Woman's Heart ſhould be made fure of, - 
which ſhe will N t than the Man; 
8 N 2 | as 
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as a Reſolution taken from the Bent of the 
Heart, will be more firm than by Reflexion of 
the ſtrongeſt Reaſon. Where a Woman has 
firſt fixed her Love, nothing but Brutality, or 
the moſt unnatural Provocations, will be able to 
obliterate it. Hence, any judicious Perſon may 
ſee, that it is for want of ſuch conſtant and en- 
dearing Love, we have ſo many unhappy Mar- 
riages. This is meant, where Matches might 
be otherwiſe equal and deſirable between Fami- 
lies; yet prove unfortunate, for want of taking 
due Care to tie the Hearts of the young Couple, 
as well as the Hands. - But where they are made 
for meer ſordid and intereſted Views, they are 
ſo far from being likely to be happy, that it is 
ten to one, they will be unhappy ; and ſince 
there are numberleſs Matches made up for no- 
thing but ſuch ſordid Views, at leaſt Riches are 
generally the prime Mover, we will conſider this 
more at large; as it is a very frequent Cauſe of 
the Misfortunes of the Marriage State. 

It is the general Practice of Parents and 
Guardians, and ſometimes the Parties themſelves, 
to ſeek nothing but Riches and Grandeur in ſet- 
tling their Children in a State, whereon the moſt 
ſolid Comfort, or certain Diſcomfort of Life de- 

nds. I do not queſtion, but if the late Col. 
Ch. rs had left a Son, the greateſt Heir in England, 
feveral of the prime Nobility would have picked 
him out for his Daughter: Or, if Fonathan Wild 
had eſcaped the Gallows, may be if not, and had 
left a Daughter, Heireſs to Fifty thouſand 
a Year, ſhe might have obtained the fineſt Jewel 
among all the Coronets in the Kingdom; and 
ſo on, in Proportion, of others. Gold will re- 
5 commend 
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" eommend the greateſt Villain, almoſt to the 


Sanctuary; and the beſt of Men will ſometimes 
| ſuffer their Eyes to be dazzled with its Luſtre. 


Fifty Thouſand a Tear! ſays one; and obtained 


under the Appearance of an honourable Con- 
tract! Who would refuſe ſuch an offer! Do not 


we ſee Perſons reſpected and honoured by their 
Inferiors, Equals, and even thoſe of the firſt 
Dignity, on account of their Riches, let them 


be got how you pleaſe ? If Marriage is a Lot- 


tery, is it not better mourn in a Coach and Six, 
or under a Coronet, than in a Cottage ? But to 
confine myſelf to the married State, what pre- 

ſterous, unnatural, and almoſt monſtrous 
— are often made on that account? Here 
you will ſee the moſt blooming Creature in the 
Univerſe, forced to marry a miſerable, deformed 
Wretch, meerly on account of his Riches z or 
the handſomeſt young Man, to an old, or ugly 
Hag, becauſe ſhe can ſet him up in his Coach 
and Six; while her Money ſupplies him with 
young Miſtreſſes under her Noſe. Are theſe the 
natural Ends of Matrimony ? Another, by his 
Induſtry, has raiſed a Fortune of Ten or Twen- 
ty Thouſand Pounds for an only Daughter, and 
keeps her, perhaps languiſhing for one of her 
own Rank, till he can marry her into ſome 
great Family ; where ſhe will entail her own pa- 
ternal Qualifications on her Huſband's Poſterity, 
or elſe is deſpiſed and made miſerable all her 
Life. Another Father has a good Eſtate, but 
incumbered with Debts ; or younger Children 


to portion: Therefore the Heir of the Family 


muſt waſte his Subſtance on Whores and Stran- 
gers, till he can pay his Father's Debts, or Por- 
Ef | tion 
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tion his Brothers and Siſters by the Means of s 
Woman he hates, or cannot love. It is thus in 
moſt States of Life, from the Higheſt to the 
Loweſt; yet we are ſurprized to ſee ſo many 
unfortunate 8 when we will not open 
our Eyes to ſee the real Cauſes of them; or at 
leaſt will take no real Care to prevent them but 
ſuffer ourſelves to be carried down the Stream of 
Corruption, where, if we fink, or ſwim, it is 
all one, provided we do it in Company. 

Here ſomebody may object; Muſt Children 
throw themſelves away, or make themſelves Beg- 
gars for Love? Muſt not People make their 
Fortunes in the World? How can Families be 
preſerved? How can Merchants, and Tradeſ- 
men ſet up? How can People ſettle in the 
World, and maintain their Offspring, but by 
marrying Fortunes, or helping out what their 
Parents, or own Induſtry, has procured for 
them? Do not we find by Experience that Love 

Marriages are generally unfortunate, when they 
come to be made ſenſible of the Folly of their 
Paſſion ? Eſpecially if they fall into Poverty and 
Miſery, which is too often the Caſe, when Per- 
fons of either Sex throw themſelves away, ac- 
cording to the common Phraſe, without conſi- 
dering or providing for what is to come after: 
That tho” the young Lovers thought they could 
be happy in a Cottage together, yet, as 2 as 
they are got out of their Fools Paradiſe, they 
find themſelves 2 to a Thoufand fatal 
mee 

In Anſwer to this, it is eaſy to ſhew, that it 
runs upon two Extreams: Becauſe Children are 


not to 0 throw themſelves away fora fooliſh Paſſion z, 
we 
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ve muſt ſeek nothing but Money in our Mar- 
riages : But it is too true, by woful Experience, 
that either of theſe Extreams are generally at- 
tended with very unhappy Conſequences, to the 
t Detriment of Peace and Content, not only 
in private Families, but ſometimes of Civil So- 
ciety, which all well- regulated Governments 
ought to guard againſt to the beſt of their Power. 
It is true, Perſons of great Fortunes, in both 
Sexes, may be as well qualified to make one 
another happy, whether matched to Equals, or 
Unequals, as to the Goods of Fortune, provided 
they have a firm Affection for each other: But 
ſcarce ever does the Marriage prove fortunate, 
where there is a Diſlike on one, or both Sides; 
where there is a Diſparity of Temper, Inclina- 
tions, Age, or the like; tho? Riches may flow 
in upon them. If we were to pry into the Se- 
crets of Families, we ſhould: find that neither 
Riches, nor Grandeur, nor Titles, nor fine Pa- 
laces, nor ſplendid Equipages and Attendance, 
always give real Happineſs ; particularly in the 
married State, Since we find more Diſorders in 
that reſpect, more Sighs and Tears of Ladies 
married unhappily, and more Heart-akings of 
the Huſband, among the Great Ones, than other 
People. A young Lady of the moſt elevared 
Fortune, may be as beautiful; charming, vir- 

tuous, Sc. as a Perſon of a lower Rank, with 
little or no Fortune; and indeed excel in all En- 
dowments of Body and Mind, as ſhe has better 
Opportunities of improving them in every Re- 
ſpect ; yet, if ſhe is tied to a Man ſhe diſlikes, . 
or would not chuſe by her own Good-will, ſhe 
is likely never to be happy, unleſs ſhe can turn 


ſuch 
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ſuch a Stoick, as to be eaſy under the greateſt 
Misfortunes. If ſhe is unhappy, it is very like- 
ly ſhe will render her Spouſe ſo. The greateſt 
Art is to make them love one another before 
they are married. Iam not ignorant, that I am 
going to advance a very odd Paradox, when I 
maintain, that young People ſhould ſcarce ever 
chuſe for themſelves, unleſs at full Years of 
Diſcretion ; and yet ſhould generally have their 
own Choice, as I have heard it advanced, that 
a Wife ſhould always have her Will, yet that 
Will ſhould be her Huſband's. It is poſlible 
there may be Perſons ſo united together, that the 
Will of one, is the Will and Choice of. the 
other. Young Perſons are very improper to 
chuſe intirely for themſelves, becauſe their Choice 
is generally governed by Paſſion ; in a Concern 
of the laſt Conſequence, for their mutual Hap- 
pineſs or Miſery ; by a Paſſion the ſtrongeſt and 
moſt capable of putting the Blind on Reaſon of 
all others; to which almoſt all other Paſſions are 
often ſubſervient ; for which the greateſt Crimes 
are often committed, and all Ties of Duty, Ho- 
nour, and Intereſt, made a Sacrifice to indulge 
it. This puts me in Mind of the ridiculous 
Title of an old celebrated Play, particularly 
eſteemed by the Ladies, chiefly for that Title, 
viz. All for Love; or, the World weLL Los r. 
Whereas, it ſhould be, Al for Love; or, the 
World fooliſhly, and frantically /off. Since in 
that very Play Mark Anthony chuſes to loſe the 
greateſt Princeſs in the World, Auguſtus's Siſter, 
the beſt of Wives, and the richeſt Half of the 
Roman Empire, for a notorious Strumpet. But 
to loſe the World for Love, muſt pleaſe the 


[4] 
Ladies, whoſe predominant Paſſion, and almoſt 
whole Buſineſs, is Love; wherein they affect 
univerſal Empire, and to have every thing ſa- 
crificed to them, on that account; yet every 
Woman of Senſe muſt deſpiſe the Man in her 
Heart that does ſo. This ſhews that ſuch a fran- 
tick Paſſion 1s never to be encouraged : Never- 
theleſs, it is evident, that the Choice of a Huſ- 
band or Wife, more nearly concerns the Happi- 
neſs of the Parties themſelves, than it does the. 
Parents; it is the young Couple who are to abide 
by the Choice; by Conſequence they ought to 
chuſe for themſelves ; but then they ought, of 
all others to take a prudent Friend's Advice in 
the Choice; not young giddy People like them- 
ſelves z or ſuch, whoſe ſordid, and covert In- 
tereſt makes a Prey of them. 

It is well known, that moſt of our greateſt 
Fortunes are bought and fold, by Perſons who 
have either a Power, or an Aſcendant over the 
young Lady; ſometimes for Party; often for 
particular Views; but moſtly for Money, given 
to thoſe who have no more Right to it, than if 
they ſold another Man's Horſe, or Beaſt, in the 
Market: Nay, the Conſequences of ſuch Sales 
of innocent Creatures, are worſe than if they 
robbed on the Highway. Yet, ſuch Bargains 
are made, and Conſideration- Money received, 
by Perſons pretending to Worth and Honour; 
tho' they are often carried on by ſuch Wretches 
as are beneath the Degree of a Servant: Cor- 
rupting the Maid's Honeſty, and ſometimes 
Chaſtity, is a common Way. Such Corruption 
in the Diſpoſal of Fortunes under our Care, might 
deſerve a particular Place among the Cauſes of 
555 G 5+ unhappy 
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unhappy Marriages, only I am haſtening to 
es On the whole, tho? ſuch Sellers, and 
Purchaſers of — innocent Creatures, may 
create a falſe liking for the preſent, in thoſe that 
are ſold, ſuch a fooliſh liking 1s not the gene- 
rous Paſſion of Love : Beſide, that the Parties 
fold, when they are come to Years of Diſcre- 
tion, will ſee their Misfortune, and heartily 
hate for it, both. the Buyer and Seller, ever 
after. | | 

Well then, when Parents, and Guardians of 
Honour, have found a proper Match for their 
Charge, they are never to be tied together, till 
the Parties like, or rather really love, one ano- 
ther ; ſince that Maxim, Marry them firft, and 
Love will follow after, has been proved falſe in ten 
Thouſand Occaſions : The Happineſs of the 
Mind is moſt to be regarded ; fince we fee a 
great many Perſons more unhappy in their gilt 
Chariots, and Beds of Down, than in the poor- 
eſt Cottages. If either of the Parties has For- 
tune ſufficient to make Both eaſy, they may be 
infinitely more happy, than thoſe who join 
whole Counties, I was going to ſay, whole 
Kingdoms together. The ſame may be faid of 
more moderate Fortunes. Often times Equality 
of Circumſtances, with mutual Love, is better 
than a great Addition with Family Diſcord. But 
the grand Miſtake is, that where Perſons can- 
not immediately raiſe their Fortunes, they muſt 
not marry till they can; or break off a juſt and 
proper Match, becauſe a richer offers. So they 
either languiſh and pine away for their firſt 
Love, or ruin their Conſtitutions by a defpair- 
ing Debauchery, contrary to the eſſential mw 
* natur 
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natural End of all Marriages. Is it neceſſary, that 
all States ſhould jump into great Fortunes at 
once? Muſt there be nothing left to Induſtry ? 
No Reliance on Providence on our upright In- 
tentions ? Muſt we run the Riſk of the Breach 
of the Laws of Nature, all the Bonds of mutual 
Love, and civil Society, for a little Dirt? In a 
Word, Sir, I am convinced that this inordinate 
Deſire of Riches in marrying our young People, 
is a great Cauſe of ſo many unfortunate Cata- 
ſtrophes, we ſee in that State ; and to perſuade 
ourſelves, that we make our Children happy 
when we make them rich, is acting contrary to 
Reaſon and Experience. It is a good 1 
you will ſay, to ſweeten the Marriage- Cup: But 
it is very often the Occaſion of endleſs Diſaſters 
in this World and the next. Much more might 
be ſaid on this Head, but let us turn our 
Thoughts to ſome other Cauſes of Unhappineſs 
in that State, which were deſigned by Proyi- 
dence to fix young People in the moſt ſolid Con- 
tentment of Human Life. 

Another of theſe Cauſes, is the wrong Way 
of ſetting out; and the imprudent Conduct of 
the Parties themſelves, on the Entrance of a 
State for Life, where they are tied, paſt Re- 
demption, till Death, or ſomething, almoſt 
worle, parts them. This very Thought, if 
they are capable of any, ought to give them the 
utmoſt Caution, how they begin; not to create the 
leaſt Uneaſineſs in one another, at a Juncture 
where they are to lay the Foundation of a laſt- 
ing Peace, inſtead of beginning an endleſs War, 
Enn 
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the firſt Cauſe of Uneaſineſs to the Man's Fault, 
more than the Woman's; bating ſome extraor- 
dinary Caſes, and Exorbitances, which could 
not be foreſeen; or, if foreſeen, might have been 
avoided, before he put Matters to the Riſk. 
We will ſuppoſe gge young Couple to be joined 
'with ſuch prudent Care, of the Parents, or them- 
| ſelves, or both, as to have eſcaped moſt of the 
former Inconveniences ; they had been well-and 
virtuouſly educated z of Equality of Years, 
Birth, Fortune, Humour, Inclination, c. 
ſeemingly happy in one another, and eaſy in 
every Reſpect, as far as Infirmities of human 
Life will permit; yet, in a few Years, you ſee 
nothing but Jars, Diſlikes, and at laſt mutual 
Hatred inſtead of mutual Love; with more 
diſmal Conſequences, which I leave to the Rea- 
der's Imagination. Without doubt, if we con- 
ſider theſe Misfortunes, in their firſt Original, 
we ſhall ſee Faults on both Sides; ſuch as want 
of ſufficient Inſtruction in the reciprocal Duties 
incumbent on both, and proper Endeavours to 
comply with them; want of Reflection, too 
common with the unthinking giddineſs of 
Youth; a falſe, or at leaſt too great an Idea of 
Happineſs, without Allay, which can never be 
found in this mortal State; want of comply ing 
with each other's Humours, which, it is impoſ- 
fible ſhould be alike in any two Perſons in the 
World, and will always require a great many 
mutual Forbearances and Allowances in Perſons 
of the beſt Temper. To which may be_added, 
too great an Opinion of their Love for each 
other; which will make them take "T 
1255 am 
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amiſs, as if unkindly done by ſo dear a Friend, 
which they would not mind from an indifferent 
Perſon. Theſe Faults, or Imperfections, will, 
I fear, be found in moſt Marriages, and belong 
to both Sides, rendering each Side blameable, 
that does not timely againſt them; the 
beſt Way, in ſome of theſe Caſes, is to take no 
Notice of them; or at leaſt it muſt be done in 
the moſt eaſy Way, for fear of enlarging in 
earneſt. There are other Cauſes of ' Diſlike, 
which are more particular, nor can well be ſpe- 
cified, or perhaps ſeen, but by the Parties them- 
ſelves : However, on the whole, they require a 
great deal of Prudence, to prevent, moderate, 
or overlook, them: But, ſtill I am inclined to 
think, that the firſt real Cauſe of Rupture pro- 
ceeds from the Man, excepting ſome exotick 
and extravagant Tempers, as nothing can ma- 


"The firſt Cauſe of Diſlike given to the Wo- 
man from the Man (ſuppoſing Eſſentials) is his 
putting on the Huſband too ſoon ; and exerting _ 

is Authority over a young Creature, who was 
made to believe, ſhe was to be Miſtreſs of 
his Heart, and ſhould always be treated with the 
moſt endearing Tenderneſs: It is a hard Thing 
for human Nature to paſs from one Extreme to 
another, all at once ; from a State of. Empire 
and Adoration to a State of Obedience and Sub- 
jection. All Women, before they are married, 
are accuſtomed to be flattered from their Infancy ; 
are courted, attended, treated, careſſed, and al- 
moſt adored, by their Lovers, eſpecially here in 
England; where we pay the greateſt Deference 
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to the Ladies of any Place in the World before 
Marriage, and the leaſt after, of any People, 
who w Women to be born free, 328 
Men. Yeſterday ſhe was aſſured by her Lover, 
that his Life depended on her's ; what ſhe ſaid 
or did, was a Law z one kind Look filled him 
with Raptures; an unkind one threw him into 
Deſpair : But as ſoon as the Parſon has pro- 
nounced the fatal Words, he puts on the Lord 
and Maſter, and in a ſhort Time lets her ſee, 
that ſhe muſt obey : The Bird is lured into the 
Cage, where it may beat itſelf againſt the Sides, 
till it is forced to live in Thrall. or knock its 
Brains out. This muſt be extremely ſhocking, 
if we allow Women capable of any Reflexion ; 
and will infallibly leſſen all interior Love for her 
Tyrant, if not intirely ſour her Temper ; 
Which cannot fail to have very ill Conſequences ; 
at the beſt great Uneaſineſſes muſt follow, when 
the moſt endearing Love is changed into Awe 
and Fear, This is fo far from being an Exag- 
| geration, that I am ſure I have known ſome of 
the fineſt Women in the World reduced to a 
worſe Condition, than ſcarce having an eaſy Mo- 
ment, not very long after the Marriage Cere- 
monies were intirely oyer z and have ſeen the 
Huſband put on the Tyrant, before the Wed- 
ding Night-Cap has been worn out. Women 
are juſtly. called the tender Ser; their Na 
generally ſpeaking, leads them that way, 


requires to be treated with Tenderneſs : Nor is 
it poſſible to preſerv their Friendſhip without 
it: When the ſecs the Reverſe of ſo many Vows 


and Proteſtations, ſhe will belieye her ardent Lover 
| | | Was 
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was a Falſe Diſſembler; and he will come well 
off, if ſhe only difſembles with him in Requital 
However, the Huſband's Tenderneſs ouglit ſtill 
to be ſo contrived, as to retain a Juſt Decorum of 
Superiority, that they may not think they can 
command, and ſubvert the Order of Obedience. 
They are made to be governed, not to govern : 
But you will never bring them to a. juſt Senſe of 
this Duty, by a rough, rude, and ſhocking Be- 
haviour ; they can ſcarce bear a rough Word 
from the Man they love, tho' you may ſay what 
ou will to them in a jocoſe Way: It requires 
ome little Lures and Art, to preſerve their 
Love, as well as to gain it; and if their Love 
is ſhocked after Marriage, it is a great deal 
harder to recover it, than to gain it at firſt: A 
ſecret Revenge will creep in, without thoſe Re- 
ſtraints they had before Marriage; they know 
where to wound him in the moſt tender Part, 
and are infinitely more cunning to bring it about, 
than Men: If ſhe is interiourly and thoroughly - 
ſhocked, nothing but the ſtricteſt Virtue can 
hinder her from putting her Revenge in Execu- 
tion: And who. would put a Woman to that 
Trial? A Hufband therefore, who puts on a mo- 
roſe domineering Temper over his Rib, and does 
not maintain his Prerogative by the ſofteſt De- 
grees imaginable, muſt not wonder, if ſhe con- 
trives to be even with him in her Turn, ſome 
Way or other; at firſt perhaps covertly ; but 
at laft openly in the Face of the World. It is 
then the Buſineſs of every Huſband, who would 
ſeek domeſtick Content, and Happineſs, (and 
who would tmatry without that View ?) to _ 


„ ; 3 1 
tome Pains to preſerve Love, as well as obtain 
it: Which, as was ſaid, he will never do by a 
rude and ſhocking Behaviour ; the moſt he can 
| is to make her virtuouſly miſerable. But 

if a Woman has made me the happieſt Man in 
the World in the Poſſeſſion of her; ſhall I make 
her unhappy by tyrannizing over her ? If you 
ſhe knew before, what ſhe was to expect; 
but, how could ſhe know this? Did the Lover 
tell her ſo, when he courted her ? On the con- 
trary, did he not affure her, that ſhe ſhould be - 
Empreſs of his Heart ? Can human Nature bear 
to be ſo deceived without Reſentment ? Is it not 
Madneſs to think to make a Woman love me, 
whether ſhe will or not ? Eſpecially where ſuch 
Opportunities of Repriſals are allowed, as it is 
with us? Why ſhould the Huſband think ſhe 
will be a Martyr to Virtue, any more than him- 
ſelf ? I am not ignorant, that I am touching on 
a very tender Point, when I ſpeak of the Op- 
rtunities Women have of making Repriſals? 
Bur are they ignorant of it? On a ſerious Re- 
flexion, I ſcarce believe any one will queſtion, 
but our Ladies in England have ſufficient Oppor- 
tunities to-be falſe to their Huſbands, on ten 
thouſand Occaſions 3 the more are they to be 
_ eſteemed thiit do not make uſe of them. I am 
ſure, nothing but Virtue, or Humour, or Tem- 
, Ora certain Decorum peculiar to them, can 
Finder them from making effectual Uſe of ſuch 
O 


nities, on the manifold Provocations 


pportu 
they have from their Huſbands, This the rakiſh 
Sparks in Town and Country are very well ap- 
Priſed of, and pretend to be ſo well acquainted 


] 


with 
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with ſuch Thefts, that they take a Handle from 
| thence to depreciate the-Marriage-Statez-impi- - 
dully imagining that no Woman can be true, 
becauſe they have found ſo many falſe. I ſhall 
ſay nothing at preſent to ſuch a ridiculous No- 
tion, ſo injurious to the Fair Sex ; who, on the 
whole, are infinitely more virtuous than Men, 
even thoſe who are ſuperlatively more wicked 
and impudent than the greateſt Debauchees, were 
firſt deluded by the Means of wicked Men. It 
cannot be denied, but ſome of our Women do 
make an unjuſtifiable Uſe of that Liberty, which 
the Cuſtom of the Country, the Nature of the 
Climate, and our on good Diſpoſitions, indulge 
them. Nor is it leſs certain, that the Abuſe of 
the Liberty they enjoy increaſes to an extraordi- 
nary Degree, that it ſeems to be high Time to 


try to put ſome Stop to the Exorbitances of both 


Sexes, in that reſpect, or elſe we may come to 
more uncertain in our Offspring, than the 
yild Hotentots.: It is poſlible. the Liberty al- 
owed our Lain — * Wa 
proceeded origin m owl: | 
their Virtue kick, joined to the Coldneſs of 
the Climate, hinder our Women from being ſo 
violent and rampant in their Paſſions, as in hot- 
ter Climates. But if by. exceſſive Luxury, hot 
Diets, Foreign Vices and Faſhions, we raiſe our 
Paſſions as high as in hotter Climates, without 
their Reſtraints, we mult of courſe run into 
greater Enormities. This is exemplified, . and 
confirmed by the Torrent of Lewdneſs growing 


———— Þ 
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that I believe not only the Legiſlature, but all 
the moſt ſerious Part bf the Nation, Women as 
well as Men, muſt ſec, that ſome greater Re. 
ſtraint ought to be put on what was orice called 
innocent it Liberry, fince it is ſo much abuſed, 1 
really believe our Ladies were originally as vir- 
tuous as any Women in the World, and leſs in- 
elined to Lewdneſs than any ether Nation, ex- 
cept the Durch; who, as I have been told, are 
more Fiſh than Fleſh, of their own Nature, 
with very little Inelination to Vices of that Kind; 
yer are the eaſieſt gained of any Women what- 
er. So that want of ſolid 2 of Kar 
tue, and Morals, Foreign C 8, perpe 
Converſation with 1 — of ditkrene 
Nations together, who generally ſpeaking ob- 
ſere fewer Bounds in * Countfies, than in 
their own; with innumerable Opportunities of 
doing What their Inclinations them to; 
Will Vitiate urid 66rrupt the moſt Virtucus, with- 
out greater Cate and Struggles, as the Tempra: 
tion grows greater by Opportunity and Exam- 
PT 87 Aaken the great Abuſe of 
| u bn by theſe and other 
Ge T4 Bot for that unnatural way, of | 
locki our Women, as they are foreed to do 
in the and Hot Oountries ; but only fuch _ 
a Reftraint, as a free and virtuous People 8 
to put on "thettifelves, That ſmee otir Ladies 
ſelves mift on, that there is theft f 
 Cigious Abbe of that Liberty, which our Laws 
and Cuſtorns allow them, they would Conterily 
retrerich forne' bf thoſe Libefries, and fetire by 


* from uch And Sowerſätlen; 
which 


t. 
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which they cannot chuſe but ſec is the Ogcaſign 
of fuch Abuſes : That the great Ones would 
ſhew Example to the Leſs ; and even wiſh that 
the Legiſlature would endeavour to find out ſuch 
Ways and Means, as might more effectually pur 
a — to ſuch growing Exorbitances, ſo 
in all States and Degrees; that they w 2 
deavour to themſelves, that human Na- 
ture, in 2 moſt "n * was never 
be Day of their Life in a Hurry of Com- 
pany, Aſſemblies, Plays, Balls, and the — 
where Nature mult flag, ar grow reſty; where 
thouſands of innocent Creatures make Ship 
wreck of their Virtue; and entail innumerable 
Misfortunes on themſelves and Families which 
might have been avoided by a modeſt and ma- 
tronly Retirement. If mare: innocent Dwer- 
2 —— may —— to Perſons, 


ſceing it in many others: Tho#1 
0 will nat make all Women E. it 

have been preſerved. Qur Sex 
the Watch, r 
tho* the Fair Sex is made of a 
and perfect Mould, than we are, 
weak Vll f. and eter ke, wh 


| 


lity in the 'Spouſe. ec is obſervable, that 
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ing with a harder Subſtance : Nor are they void 
of Temptations, on their Side, both 2 
and external; which they will never intirely 
overcome, without the moſt ſolid Virtue; nor 


even with it, againſt all Trials, if daily and 


raſhly expoſed to them. Perhaps this, or that 


Object, will not move them; but ſome more 
tempting one may, eſpecially as they are expoſed 
to ſo many, Married Women have not thoſe 


Frights and Fears, as Virgins have; they have 


-greater Opportunities, more Art and Experience, 
and often great Provocations: So that our mar- 


'ried Ladies, who have a true Senſe of Virtue 


-and - Chaſtity, ſhould even concur with their 


' Huſbands in reducing our exorbitant Liberties, 


to ſome more matronly - Reſtraint ; without 
which; -as our Diſorders increaſe, we cannot tell 
how fatal they may become at laſt. Such in- 
numerable domeſtick Misfortunes, too great, 
and too deplorable, in themſelves, may turn to 
National ones, and may bring as great Deſola- 
tions on a Kingdom, as the Rape of Helen did 
on Troy. We have a great many Helens in this 


Nation. So I leave this Conſideration to the 


Reader's moſt ſerious Thoughts. 


I am going to aſſign another Cauſe of unhap- 


py Marriages, every body does not reflect on, 
which often occaſion very great Misfortunes in 
Families; chiefty and originally proceeding from 
the Man's Fault: I mean Jealouſy in the Huſ- 
band, very frequently the firſt Cauſe, of Infide- 


in their Huſ-. 
it, tho? the Man 
will 


few beautiful Wives are 
. nenne 
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will not own it : He thinks his Treaſure is 10 
that every thing puts him in fear of = 

N it: Whereas there are 4 great 
amples of Perſons of the firſt Rank yoo beſt 
Taſte, who have married plain Women, and 
made very good Huſbands, being intirely eaſy, 
as to his Wife's Attractives with reſpect to other 
Men; while the Woman, being conſcious of 
her want of Beauty, may make amends for it 
by her prudent Conduct, and endeavour to 
charm him by the Beauties 'of her Mind, much 
more valuable than the Beauties of the Body. 
It is true, ſome flaming Beauties put ſuch a Va- 
lue on themſelves on that account, that they pre- 
tend to maintain the ſame Sway over their Huſ- 
bands, as they did over their Lovers. Nay; 
ſome are ſo inſatuated with their own Beauty, 
and ſo accuſtomed to the Sacrifices of tender 
Sighs and Vows, that they cannot be eaſy with- 
out them. If they cannot have ſuch Sacrifices 
at home, they will have them abroad': As they 
placed all their Happineſs before in the Number 
of their ſighing Slaves, they are reſolved to have 
ſome- ſighing at their Feet, if their Hu- 
bands will not, and make him ſigh on another 
Account. Theſe are rather beautiful Dæmons, 
than beautiful Women. I cannot deny but the 
Paſſion of being admired is a Weakneſs peculiar 
to the Fair Sex, and a prudent: Huſband ſhould 
make ſome tender Allowances that way : I mean 
ſhould ſtill endeavour to expreſsthe ſame Ardour 
he had for her, when he courted her: But this 
is not the Caſe I am treating of; tho* TI am con- 
yinced, that the angelical Charms of the Face 
Hyg are 
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gre oftener an Indication of the Charms of the 
Mind, than otherwiſe ; yet it is Fact, that Men, 
who marry the moſt beautiful Innocenee, often 
make very bad Huſbands, by their unnatural 
—— zit is that ſours his Temper, tho“ 

conceals it for a long Time; it is that cauſes 
ſo many Uneaſineſſes, which he will refer to other 
Heads, till the Spouſe finds it out by her wn Sa- 
gacity; then ſhe becomes as uncaſy in her Turn. 
However, it is nigh a certain Truth, that in any 
equal Match, not forced, or made for meer In- 
tereſt, where the Woman has made him her own 
Choice, no Man can have any juſt Cauſe for Jea- 
louſy of his Spouſe, till that very Jealouſy be- 
comes a Cauſe. Can any Man in his Senſes ima- 
cine, that a Woman will prefer another before 
him, when ſhe has given him the Preference be- 
fore all others, in the Face of the World ? and 
by the moſt ſolemn Contract, when ſhe was free 
to give herſelf to another? Might he not fay 
very juſtly and naturally, Has ſhe not put me in 
Poſſeſſion of all her Charms, fighed after by fo 
many 3 and perhaps ſome preferable to myſelf ? 
Why therefore ſhall T imagine that ſhe will change 
fo ſuddenly? Shall I ruffle her Repoſe and my 
own by ſuſpecting it? But when the Man has 
raiſed Storms and Chimeras within his own 
Breaſt, which will break out in ſome Shape or 
other; when he has contriſtated an innocent 
Creature, that loved him above all others; when 
he has ſet her Imagination a working to find out 
the real Cauſe of his change of Temper ; then 
perhaps, out of Spite, or Revenge, ſhe will ſhew 
bim what ſhe might have done before: Thus his 


own 


1 
own grounds Fears are we firſt Cauſe ef wha | 
he was moſt afraid of. | 

An old wiſe Gentleman of my Acquaintance, 
whom, on account of his conſummate Prudence, 
I uſed to conſult about my moſt intricate Cons 
cerns, md dit * his Youth he had 
ſo far en the Heart of a Lady, that 
he verily believed, if he had — — 
to her, it would either have broke her Heart, r 
drove her diſtracted: His Affairs and Circum- 
ſtances not permitting him to marry her, he con · 
trived to make her forſake him by her own 
Choice, by affecting to be zealous of her. He 
teifed her tuall 2 who 
loved her, and might prove a very advani 
Match for her: This had its Effect; ſhe 
him for his Jealouſy, as much as ever 
ſhe loved him before; and made an exceedi 
good Wife to the Perſon he knew was the 
Huſband for her. Whether my Friend 
told this to me by way of Fable, oc a 
Truth, I cannot tell; but I beliere it is ſo fu 

true, chat Jealouſy of a Perſon who really loves 
one, is the moſt effequal W a Haſbard cath 
take to make his Rib falſe to him; or at the 
beſt, hate him Heurtily. If he is Jealotis 
becaule ſhe is beautiful, that has been ſhewn al- 
ready to be meer Madneſs 3 fince ſhe has volun- 
put Rum in Poſſtiſſion of all her Charms; 
which ſhe might have given to anothet. I mean 
ſill in equal and vnconftramed March: If he 
forees her ts marry him againſt her Will, by ths 
Means of her Relations, v-account of his Richess 
Pers Titles, * 1'wil . 


of he --- 
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If he is jealous of her becauſe he thinks no Wo- 
man can be true, which is the Notion of all 
Rakes, young and old, ſuch a Notion is highly 
injurious to the whole Species; contrary to Na- 
ture and Experience; ſince we find, that when. 
a Woman has once fixed her Affection, ſhe is 
ten times harder to change than Men. How. 
ever he muſt not think, that nothing can change 
her, Jealouſy alone will do it. If he has any 
marital Defect on his Side, why did he marry at 
all ? eſpecially where Women have ſo much Li- 
berty, that nothing but the moſt heroick Virtue 
can reſtrain her: Are there not great Tempta- 
- tions on the Woman's Side, as well as on the 
Man's? The moſt effectual Way to ſecure her, 
in this Libertine Age, is to rely: intirely on her 
Honour, Truth, and Virtue, which will make 
her ſee of herſelf, that ſhe ought to preſerve a 
matronly Decorum, whether her Huſband ſuſ- 
pects her, or not: Neither let him believe any 
thing, but his own Eyes; nor even then, wade 
| at the cleareſt Light. ur 
The laſt Cauſe of unhappy Marriages; an 1 
hall mention here, is the Infidelity of the Huſ- 
band ; one of the firſt and principal Cauſes of 
the Wife's Unhappineſs, and perhaps Infidelity: 
Neither of which can happen, but the Huſband: 
muſt be very uneaſy, unleſs he is ſo far a Brute, 
as to have no Concern for domeſtick Honour and 
Content, but ſeeks his Satisfaction elſewhere. 
This, both in Reaſon and Nature muſt be a la. 
mentable Caſe, contrary to the very End of holy 
WWedlock, and indeed civil Society. No Mani 
Was ever, unfaithful to his Spouſe, but it We 
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her vaſt Uneaſineſs if diſcovered, 'unlefs the Has 
no Value for him, which is as bad; or follows 


his Example, and ſeeks her Satisfaction elſe - 


where, as well as himſelf, which is worſe. Let 


it not ſeem a Paradox, if I aſſert, that the Hap- 


ineſs of Marriage depends more on making the 
ife eaſy, than the Huſband. Tho? he may be 
caſy, and think himſelf happy in the Love and 
Opinion he has of his Moiety, ſhe may not be 
ſo ; which will certainly diſcover itſelf ſome 
way or other. But if ſhe is eaſy and happy in 
him, a very little Study on his ſide, with an en- 
_— Complaiſance, ſweet Behaviour, and a 
grateful Return, for her Flame, will create that 


mucual Peace and Love, as can only be found in 


that State. Which, if compared with the 


treacherous Embraces of a Proſtitute (for all 


Miſtreſſes are ſuch, eſpecially married Miſtreſſes) 
will convince any rational Perſon, that ſuch En- 


joyments are rather the exorbitant Sallies of a 


brutal Paſſion, than the real Joys of Love. On 


this account, in all Marriages the Woman's 


Choice ſhould be principally conſulted; becauſe 
her Affection and Conſtancy is much eaſier pre- 
ſerved than the Man's. But to conſider the 
Breach of conjugal Fidelity in the Man a little 
nigher: It is Matter of Fact, as was obſerved 


at the Beginning, that conjugal Infidelities on 
both Sides, are come to a moſt enormous Height. 


The vences of them appear too viſible in 
the Eyes of all the World. One might almoſt 
| alk, where can we ſee any Perſons of Figure and 

Fortune, but in a few Years after Marriage, the 
Man has his kept Miſtreſs ; and very often the 


Wile, in Requital, bas ber Galant? The chi 
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aſt is not nigh ſo frequent as the firſt, It is not 
to be, doubted, but there are conſiderably more 
faithful Wives, than faithful Huſbands, hitherto 
at leaſt ; how long it will be ſo, in the Way we 
go on, is uncertain, However, the Huſbands 
ill Example, joined to the want of all interior 
Senſe of Religion, and intrinſick Virtue, ridi- 
culed now in the Face of the Sun by both Sexes, 
are the Cauſe of infinite Exorbitances in our Wo- 
men as well as Men: As they are infinitely more 
artful in Intrigues, than we are, they know how 
to be even with us in their Turns: There are 
vaſt Numbers of kept Men, as well as kept Wo- 
men: We have Thouſands in this Metropolis, 
who flaunt it about in Brocades and Velvets, who 
have no viſible way of maintaining themſelves, 
but by ſuch, heretofore hidden, but now almoſt 
known, Springs. A clean, handſome, well- 
built Man, as was obſerved before, will make 
his Fortune, without marrying, as ſoon as a 
beautiful Actreſs, &c. But notwithſtanding 
theſe terrible Diſorders on both Sides, it is very 
nigh a certain Truth, that the Man's Infidelity 
is generally the firſt Cauſe of the Woman's pay- 
ing him in his own Coin. A Perſon muſt have 
a better Opinion of the Fair Sex, even than they 
deſerve, who ſhould expect it can be otherwiſe, 
from the frequent Provocations, he is ſenſible, 
we give them on our Side: Tho? to give them 
their due, they will bear more Provocations than 
Men, as they have a greater Share of natural 
Modeſty, than we have, unleſs provoked be- 
| yond all Forbearance ; then indeed their hidden 
Fire turns to a total Deflagration. It is not fo 
much the Violence of their Paſſions in that 
* Reſpect, 
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Reſpect, or, as we are pleaſed to expreſs it, un- 


fatiable Appetites, which induce them to take 
Repriſals; but a violent Reſentment, for the 


Man's Falſhood, who robs them of their Right 
to his Heart, and ſo drives them to Revenge, 


what touches them in the moſt tender Part: 


They have an inexpreſiible Defire of Children, 

which we rudely, and wrongfully term Luſt , 
| Whereas ſuch a, Deſire eſſentially belongs to the 
chief End of Marriage, and is ordained by Na- 
ture to make them go thro' ſuch Dangers and 
' Difficulties, as would be almoſt impoſſible to un- 
dergo without it. This Paſſion for young Chil. 
dren, is beyond Imagination. The moſt chaſte 
Virgin in the World can ſcarce contain herſelf 
at the Sight of a beautiful Child; but is ready 
to devour it with her Kiſſes ; without which 


Tendernefſs, it were morally. impoſlible to pre- 


ſerve the Species, With what Frights and Fears a 
Woman with Child is ſeized, at every. thing that 
ſeems totouch the Fruit of her Womb? ? How they 
| ſtart at the leaſt Shadow of Danger, without Re- 
| flexion, or ſo much as knowing why they do it ? 
It is Nature, herſelf that gives them this Solici- 
tude, to preſerve and rear our Offspring. When 
therefore a Woman has ſet her Heart on one 
Man, more than another, to, comply with this 
Law 'of Nature, with which they are born, and 
which they cannot conceal with. all their Art 3 
when ſhe Ends, that the Man has eſtranged his 
Heart from hers and given the moſt tender 
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ſhe is deprived of the End of her very Nature ? 
Do not we allow that they have Paſions, as well 
as we ? They have Eyes to ſee beautiful Objects, 
as well as we have; they have a quickneſs and 
vivacity of Thought, even beyond ours z they 
have a Deſire of Iſſue infinitely ſtronger than 
Men; and by the Law of Nations, are deſtined 
to no other general Employments, but to bear 
and rear the Species, as long as our Offspring is 
incapable of helping itſelf; nor indeed are they 
capable of any other publick Office, at leaſt as 
long as they are teeming, being ſubject to ſuch 
natural Infirmities on that account. Have we 
not therefore more Reaſon to admire the Force 
of Honour and Virtue of ſome Women, who 
heroically bear up againſt ſuch Trials and Pro- 
vocations, we ſee given them every Day, than 
to be railing at the whole Sex, becauſe ſome are 
unequal to the Violence of them? T own there 
are ſtrange irregular Appetites in ſome of them, 
but have they not very often ſtrange Provoca - 
tions? Are not ſuch irregular Appetites more the 
Effects of adventitious Cauſes, than natural 
Ones? Sometimes ſuch Diſorders proceed from 
unequal Matches, too high living, licentious 
Converſation, want of bearing Children to calm. 
their Deſires, or when Appetites are rather irri- 
tated, than fatisfied ; in moſt of which Cafes 
they rather turn to Madneſs, than any natural 
y called 


Paſſion. But where it cannot be 
Madneſs, the Infidelity, or Defects of the Huſ. 
band, will generally be the firſt Cauſe of the 


Wife's Infidelity, untefs ſhe had been vitiated 
before, or forced to marry the Man ſhe could not 
love; On which account all Hefbands W ; 
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be extremely eautious, how they give their 
Spouſes ſuch Provocations, as they tender a 
Swelling in their Foreheads 

It is too common to hear en he 
bands object againſt this Article : What, muſt a 
Man be tied to one. Woman, who cannot bear 
him half the Children, he might have other- 
wiſe ? May he not be in his full Strength, when 
the Woman is either ſick, or not in a proper Con- 
dition ? How is it poſſible for Perſons of Figure - 
and Fortune to abſtain from. a beautiful Mor- 
ſel, infinitely beyond all the Charms of his 
Spouſe, when it is in his Power to obtain her? 
with other Reaſons of this Nature, we often 
bring to e our Faults. But firſt let us put 


theſe very in the Woman's Mouth, and 


ſee how we ſhould reliſh them. - Suppoſe ſhe _ 
ſhould ſay, What, - muſt a Woman be tied to 
one Man, where ſhe can have better Choice 7 If | 
I cannot have Children by him, cannot I ha 
by another? Muſt a Woman in her full Strength. 
| pedo. 5s waſte his Subſtance on Whores 
and not take Repriſals ? Muſt ſhe 
— — we ang por" | 
y Sickneſs, or Debauches, beneath the Degree 
of a Man ? Muſt a Lady of Figure and Fortune 
abſtain from a young blooming Lover, who dies 
at her Feet, for a rude ſhocking Huſband, who 
ſcarce gives her a civil Word ? It ſuch 4 
is condemnable in the Woman, is it net 
in ſore meaſure oondemnable in the Man ? Ido 


Woman, chan the Man; becauſe the Wi 


all Law natutal, divine, and human, 2 | 
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only Security for his lawful Offspring. If ſhe 
proves falſe to him, ſhe entails a ſpurious Breed 
on the Family; ſtains perhaps the moſt noble 
Blood in the World, with that of a Scoundrel ; 
and makes the Son of a Whore, by a Man who 
did him the greateſt Injury, Heir to all his E- 
ſtate and Titles; puts by his own right Heirs 
nay,” perhaps his own Son by her afterwards, 
A Man may be a very good Huſband in other 
Reſpects, tho' he may have Children by other 
Women, tho' not without a Crime: But a Wo- 
man forfeits all her Right to the Dignity of a 
Wife, if ſhe betrays the Truſt of his Offspring 
and Family, repoſed ſolely in her. A through- 
ly virtuous and diſcreet Wife, would pardon 
ſome falſe Steps in her Huſband, if all be well 
at home: But a Man would be very imprudent, 
if he provoked her too far; particularly, where 
all intrinſick Virtue is depreciated, as it is.now 
a- days, both by Words and Example ; and all 
manner of Encouragement is given to Luxury 
and Licentiouſneſs, where the Provocations are 
are ſo great, and Repriſals ſo eaſy. to obtain; 
But if he proves falſe to her, and corrupts ano- 
ther Man's Wife, he.is guilty of the ſame Crimes 
_ with reſpec to the other Huſband and Wife, as 
hisown Wife and her Adulterer would be guilty 
of with reſpect to himſelf. 
But this 33 Plea of ade Huſbands 
ht not to paſs without. proper Animadver- 
ought Muſt a ſtrong, hale Man, ſay they; be 
tied to one Woman, c. But, did they not tie 
themſelves together by the moſt ſolemn Contract 
in Nature? Did they not do it freely and volun- 
tarily 7. At leaſt, it is generally ſo; and all 
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oyght to do ſo : Did they not deſire to be {6 
tied, as the moſt wiſhed-for Thing in Life ? 
Did not the Man aſſure the Woman, by the 
moſt ſolemn Vows, that he would be faithful 
and conſtant to her, preferably to all the World? 
Did he not take her for better, or for worſe, in 
Sickneſs and in Health, till Death parted them? 
Were not both Sides equally tied ? Was not the 
Obligation mutual? If the Man looks on the 
Wife as the vileſt Creature upon Earth, ſhould 
ſhe break this Contract; does he deſerve leſs, if 
he breaks his? Are they not equally culpable, 
as to that reſpect, if either Part breaks it? On 
the other Hand, is there no conjugal Chaſtity 
and Fidelity to be obſerved at proper Times, in 
the Man, 'as well as the Woman ?. No Reſtraint 
to be put on our Paſſions ? Muſt we follow our 
Inclinations, our irregular Appetites, our brutal 
Paſſions in all they ſuggeſt ? Cannot the ſtrongeſt 
Man, or Woman, live virtuouſly, - and obſerve 
a juſt Decorum and Moderation in their Deſires, 
if they would but take a little Pains, 'and make 
uſe of the proper Helps of Reaſon, Religion, 
and Grace? It is true, we have as good as ba- 
niſhed all ſuch Helps and Motives, both natural 
and ſupernatural ; but can one Fault be a juſt Ex-. 
cuſe for another? Can no Conſiderations of Ho- 
nour, of Juſtice, of Vows and Promiſes, with 
the moſt ſolemn Engagements, hinder them 
from going aſtray ? Tho the moſt tempting 
Objects invite, and the Violence of their Paſſions 
urge them on, yet ſtill it is in the Power of 
Grace and Reaſon to reſtrain them, if we reſiſt 
the Beginnings, and take them in Time. It is 
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ſtitution, make People vicious, but a vicious 
Mind. The ſtrongeſt Perſons may be chaſte 3 
and the moſt weak, puling Wretches, as vicious 
as poſſible, There is ſcarce any thing in Nature, 
that ſhews the Corruption, and prepoſterouſnels 
of our Deſires, as the Breach of Marriage Vows; 
Here is a Huſband ſhall loath the Embraces f 
the moſt beautiful and chaſte Wife, who per- 
haps loves him above all the World, and refrainy 
from the moſt tempting Offers for his Sake; yet 
he ruins himſelf and Family for a Strumpet, 
who perhaps hates and deſpiſes him in her 
Heart: But if he gives his Spouſe ſuch mortal 
Provocations, who can he blame but himſelf, if 
he forces her to exceed all Bounds on her Side, 
On the whole, I make bold to aſſert it once 
more, that where the * nes . 2 to her 
Marriage Vos, the Infidelity of the Man is gene- 
rally the firſt Cauſe of it: So that it may be a ge- 
neral Rule in Practice, tho there may be ſome 


ons. It is not to be doubted, but that 


there are great Faults on both Sides. Some Wo- 
men are of ſuch a "Temper. that nothing can 
leaſe, and nothing ſatisfy ; and ſome Huſbands 
uch Brutes, that one would be aſtoniſhed to ſee 
human Nature fo degenerated : She that marries 
a Man without loving him, does him a very 
great Injury; and ſhe that does not endeavour to 
preſerve his Love, may give occaſion to his In · 

ity. I ſhall not enter into any Indiſcretions, 
that may happen within the Curtains 3 p 
und ienced Friends are moſt proper to ad» 
viſe : Faults are to be expected, and borne 
with, on both Sides. Pettiſh Refuſals, and wn» 
ſeuſonable Demaads may have very bad Con- 
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ſequences. But as it is certain Fact, that the 
Abuſes in the married State are come to ſuch a 
Paſs, as Heathens themſelves would bluſh at; 
fo, upon a ſerious Examen, the Reaſons 
and Cauſes here laid down will be found to 
have the greateſt Share in ſuch Misfortunes. 
Thus, Sir, I have anſwered your Enquiry 
to the beſt of my Power; and given you my 
Opinion of the moſt obvious Cauſes of unhappy 
Marriages, with all the Impartiality Iam ca- 
pable of : You ſee ſuch Cauſes may proceed from + 
either Party; and though they may not be the 
only Cauſes, they ſeldom fail, wherever they 
happen, of having very unhappy Effects. Both 
one and the other are but too frequent among us: 
The greateſt Difficulty is, how to remedy ſuch 
diſmal Misfortunes, If we could take away, or 
leſſen, the Cauſes ; we ſhould prevent, or leſſen, 
the Effects in proportion. It is a Maxim with 
Phyſicians, that when we know the real Cauſe. 
of the Diſeaſe, the Cure becomes much eafier ; 
but the Cauſes of our Diſorders in this Caſe 
are ſo inveterate and ſo hard to remove, that 
without very extraordinary Endeavours, it is 
morally impoſſible to remedy them. However 
J ſhall mark out the Remedies in the fame - 
Order, as was obſerved in aſſigning the Cauſes. 
If, for Example, want of. Religion and Chriſtian : 
Piety, be one of the moſt general Cauſes of 
our Misfortunes, Perſons deputed for that Pur- 
poſe ſhould endeavour, with all their Power, to - 
reſtore it, or revive it: And as all Commu- 
nities are made up of Particulars, every Head 
of a Family ſhould ſeriouſly conſider the dread» 
ful Conſequences of _— Decay in both _ 
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So that if thoſe who are grown up cannot be 
well reclaimed, let them take Care to breed up 
their Offspring with an early Senſe of Religion 
and Piety, which may help them in Time of 
Dangers and Trials. If an univerſal Corruption 
of Morals, the Conſequence of Irreligion, be 
another principal Cauſe of ſuch Enormities, the 
joint Care of the Legiſlature ſhould lay it to 
Heart, to put ſome Stop, if poſſible, to the ge- 
neral Torrent of Corruption pouring down upon 
us; and may, in Proceſs of Time, bring us to 
univerſal Deſtruction. At leaſt, every Particu- 
lar ſhould take Care to imprint on thoſe under 
their Charge, a juſt Horror of ſuch reigning 
Diſorders z and take Pains to form their young 
and tender Plants, with as much Uprightneſs in 
their Morals, as they are ſollicitous to preſerve 
their tender Bodies from all Deformity : Is not 
a right Form of Mind of greater Conſequence, 
both to the Pupil and to the Common-wealth, 
than the Shape, and Air of the Body ? Yet 
how great is our Concern for the one, and how 
little for the other ? But to confine ourſelves to 
the Diſorders. which make the Subject of this 
Enquiry, inſtead of forming our young People 
in the ſtricteſt Rules of Chaſtity and Purity of 
Heart, how many Thouſands are educated with 
no other View, but to gain Proſelytes to Lewd- 
neſs and Debauchery ; that they may be capable 
of pleaſing ſome great Man, to the Ruin of his 
Wite and Family, while ſhe makes her own 
Fortune by the Proſtitution of her Body? 
Again, if a wrong Education of our Youth, 
particularly our young Ladies, be another Cauſe, 
we mult take a different Method to prevent 1 
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If from their tender Years, they ſee nothing 
but inflaming and tempting Objects; hear no- 
thing but Vanity and Flattery, if not ſomething 
worſe ; being taught almoſt from the Cradle to 
chuſe their Lovers, to talk of Huſbands, Ga- 
lants, &c. when they get together, and not 
only ſow Seeds of Vice in one another's Hearts, 
but very often are ſo well inſtructed before 
they are out of their Teens, that they could teach 
their Grandmothers ; ſurely it is Time to be in 
Earneſt, and take ſome other Method in their 
Education, to keep them within the juſt Bounds 
of Marriage and Modeſty, when they come 
to riper Years. The more they are preſerved 
in Chaſtity and a modeſt Retirement before 
Marriage, the more fruitful as well as chaſte 
will they be in that State, and leſs ſubject to 
complain of their Huſbands. Child- bearing, as 
it is the moſt violent of all their Deſires, ſo is 
it ordained by Nature to be the greateſt Aſ- 
ſwager of internal Flames of any Thing in 
the World, If we find by Experiment, that 
the promiſcuous Liberties, or rather Licentiouſ- 
neſs, practiſed, and almoſt allowed both Sexes, 
are attended with ſuch icious Conſequences z 
chaſte and virtuous Matrons ſhould be more 
willing to ſhew ſome contrary Example, by 
retrenching ſuch Liberties ; by obſerving a mo- 
deſt Retirement ; by keeping out of the Occa- 
ſions, where the moſt Virtuous ſometimes make 
Shipwreck of what ought to be moſt dear to 
them ; not- to be tually engaged in Revels 
and Diverſions, where Perſons, who ſeem to be 
above all Cenſure, will find, on Reflexion, that 
they often lead to great domeſtick Uneaſineſſes; 

— K 2 beſides 
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beſides the Effects of ill Exam ple, the Source 'of 


1rreparable Evils, with . to their Inferiors, 
as well as Equals, where we ſee the Vices and 


Diſſoluteneſs of the great ones, are followed 
by. the leſs, as far as their Abilities will allow 
them. Further; if diſproportionate Matches, 


either as to Years, Humours, Affection, Con- 


ſtitution, Cc. be another Cauſe of unhappy 
Marriages, let wiſe and prudent Parents guard 

ainſt ſuch Inconveniences by a timely Precau- 
tion, before Vice, or even lawful Engagements, 
have taken Poſſeſſion of their Hearts; and not 
think, that the richeſt Matches are always the 
beſt for their Childrens Happineſs. Since we 
find by Experience, that the greateſt Matches 
are generally moſt unfortunate ; though, by a 
"nag Choice, they might be the moſt 


appy of all others, as they have all other Bleſ- 


ſings of Fortune flowing in upon them ; whereas 
Poverty, and narrow Circumſtances often ſour 
the beſt Tempers, But as Opulency generally 
gives greater Opportunities, and even Encou- 
ragement to Vice, ſo it can never create true 
_ Happineſs by itſelf; much leſs can it ever be 
found in Vice and Debauchery. Our own Paſ- 
ſions are often our greateſt Puniſhments z cut- 
ting Pangs will Gow from one Quarter or other. 
On the other hand, if a moroſe jealous Tem- 
per in the Man, with a Neglect of all Complai- 
fance and Decorum of Behaviour towards his 
Spauſe, may cauſe great Diſlikes in a Perſon, 


who was uſed but a little before to be treated 
- with the greateſt Reſpect: The Huſband muſt 
- endeavour ſtill to preſerve as much of it as he can, 


with common Decency ; and not imagine, that 
becauſe 
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if ſhe neglects to cultivate herſelf, as ſome — 
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becauſe he is married, and got Poſſeſſion of her 


Perſon and Fortune, he is to lord it over her; 
and uſe her as a meer Property. He ought to 
have a Regard not only to common Humanity 
and Decency, which, to our Shame be it ſpoken, 
ſeveral Huſbands have not; but he ſhould al- 
ways behave with that endearing Tenderneſs, 
as may rivet her Affections to him, and ren- 
der him the ſole Object of her Deſires ; as 


ſhe ought to be to him. I believe there are 


a great many Huſbands, who were really be- 
loved by their Wives above all others, yet loſe 
a great deal of that Love, not only by a moroſe 
and ſhocking Behaviour, but by a ſlovenly Ne- 
glect of themſelves, without taking any Pains, 
after Marriage, to correct, or hide ſome De- 
fects, or Unſeemlineſs, incident to Men, more 
than Women. The Woman's Nature is to con- 
ceal their Imperfections, even from their deareſt 
Friends; and ſet off their Charms to the beſt 
Advantage: Whereas Men, at leaſt a great 
many, think their Wives are obliged to love 
and like every Thing that belongs to them; 
and generally deſtroy Love, by inſiſting too 
ys on its being a Duty. I need not adviſe 
the fair Sex to endeavour to improve their Huſ- 
bands Affections, by keeping themſelves, as 
agreeable in his Eyes as poſſible; Which is 
much more neceſlary after Marriage, than be- 
fore. The Eagerneſs of rr the Object 
he loves, makes him wink at, nay ſometimes 
really blind to a great many Imperfections ; 
which will ſhew themſelves afterwards. But, 
when the Eagerneſs of his ' Paſſion is aſſwaged, 
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and diſcovers the Careleſs, or Slattern, it may 
make him ſeek Regales elſewhere: Neverthe- 
" lefs both Sides ought to be prepared to bear 
with fome Imperfections, which Pride or Art 
concealed before; and reflect, that the Bloom 
of Youth will paſs away, in the moſt Beautiful: 
Their greateſt Care ſhould be, to heighten and 
improve their youthful Fondneſs, into the moſt 
endearing and laſting Friendſhip ; which, as 
was obſerved under that Head, can never be 

erved in a Woman, without an endearing 
Tenderneſs, much more ſuitable to their Na- 
ture, and infinitely more neceſſary, than in 
Male Friendſhip. The Woman's Friendſhip 
muſt be obtained, and preſerved by the Ope- 
rations of the Heart: The Man's, by the 
Operations of the Mind. 

Laſtly, If the greateſt Cauſe of Infidelity 
in the Woman, generally proceeds from the 
Infidelity of the Man, and is attended with 
infinite worſe Conſequences, often to the Ruin 
of whole Families; how cautious ought the 
more prudent Party to be, not to give the 
firſt Cauſe by his own Infidelity ; robbing her 
of what Nature has deſigned for the chief 
Happineſs of the Woman in this Life; at 
leaf it is the ſtrongeſt Paſſion that belongs 


to them. Let all. Huſbands conſider this ; 


and not provoke that Sex, more violent, or 


at leaſt more impatient, in their Rage than 


Men. In fine, if both Sides would but con- 
ſider the diſmal Conſequences attending the 
firſt real Fault * each would certain- 
ly take more Care to prevent them. ft 
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t Subject; ſo much interfering with che 
4 — or Miſery of all Families and civil 
Society. I 1 Perſons could be made 


4 ſenſible of the Ha ppineſs, yourſelf, and dear 
J Clarinda enjoy in that State, deſigned origi - 


" nally for the moſt happy of all others ; yet 
owe of dee 
Source of infinite Miſeries. 1 
: J am, Sir, &c. 
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Thus Sir, you have my Sentiments on this im- 
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